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2021-2022 Annual Report

Every student. Every chance. Every day.
Every student. 
Every chance. 
Every day.
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

The theme of this year’s 
Celebration Dinner was 

‘Making Our Mark,’ and 
it proved to be an 
inspiring front-row 
seat to the incredible 
work and dedication 
of our students. As I 

listened that evening to 
our young alums share 

their success stories, I was 
reminded not only of how 

many Access Academies graduates 
are indeed ‘making their mark’ in the world today 
(over 1,300!) but how many are still on that journey 
and benefiting from your generosity. 

Let me be specific. Thanks to your kindness and 
unwavering commitment to Access this year, 
506 students — from 6th grade to college — had 
unlimited access to our Graduate Support Directors, 
establishing a network of caring and supportive 
adults to propel every student forward. Over 220 
families saw their financial burden eased with real 
high school tuition relief — on average, each family 
paid $195 a month to support their child’s education 
at a top private high school. And 156 Access 
Academy middle school students received over 
1,000 hours of additional instruction in our after-
school and summer enrichment programs. 

But that’s just the beginning of how your gifts 
have helped change lives. Gifts for which we are 
profoundly grateful. As we emerged from the 
pandemic and returned to a state of normalcy, 
we launched a handful of exciting new initiatives 
through our partnership with Saint Louis University 
aimed at driving equity in education across St. Louis. 
You can read about them in more detail on page 4. 
We also: 

• Guided 41 eighth graders from our three 
partner middle schools into their top-choice 
college-prep high schools, and celebrated 
42 high school seniors as they received over 
80 college acceptances and $1,550,000 in 
scholarship offers. 

• Held our first fully in-person dinner since 2019 
and awarded Marian ‘Bo’ and Terry Mehan 
the inaugural Access Academies Founders 
Award for their years of generous support, 
distinguished leadership, and passionate 
dedication to Access’ students and its mission. 
Congratulations to Bo and Terry! 

• Expanded our enrichment offerings by forging 
important community partnerships with Pianos 
for People, New Dimensions Soccer, and the 
Black Rep. And in a testament to the long-
lasting relationships we form with our students, 
Maryville University graduate Erika Valenzuela 
returned to her alma mater, St. Cecilia, to teach 
an enrichment course in graphic design. 

• Invested over $805,000 in tuition and fees 
so Academy students could attend one of 
our scholarship partner high schools, and 
awarded 55 collegians with the Access College 
Scholarship. With your support, we have 
continued to grow our financial commitment to 
our college and post-secondary students and 
have invested over $34,550 to date.

As you will see, 2021-2022 was a successful year 
for the students of Access Academies, and I am 
excited and proud to share this annual report with 
you. Not only does it demonstrate our success 
together, but it also emphasizes the importance of 
our partnerships as we work to address inequities in 
our students’ lives. 

On behalf of our scholars, graduates, families, staff, 
and board, thank you for believing in our mission, 
trusting us with your gifts, and joining in this 
endeavor. Most importantly, thank you for helping us 
give every student, every chance, every day.

Sincerely, 
 

Brian Day
Chair, Board of Directors

LETTER FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Terry and ‘Bo’ Mehan receive the Access Academies Founders Award. 
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Investing In Our Students

SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 2005: 
$8.2 million
awarded in high school 
& college scholarships

1,349 students
benefited from 
our programs

$16,560
average 4-year 
investment in each 
high school student

$7,041
average 3-year 
investment in each 
middle school student

223 
STUDENTS 

in 40 high schools, including 195 in 21 
private, college-preparatory schools

156 
STUDENTS

in 3 city 
middle schools

127 
STUDENTS 

in 47 colleges or other 
post-secondary institutions

$805,914 
total amount awarded in 

high school scholarships 

and fees

$34,550 
total amount awarded 

in Access College 

Scholarships since 2020

11+ 
years of counseling, 

mentoring, and advocacy 
for each student

18 
college visits offered to each 

Access student from 6th grade 
to high school graduation

1,035
hours of extended-day 

and summer enrichment 
instruction provided annually
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$3,486 
average annual 

high school tuition 

award per student

$195 
average monthly high 

school tuition payment 

per family
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Access Academies creates countless opportunities for youth in 
underserved communities across the St. Louis region. Annually, we 
support the development of over 500 students from 30 different zip 
codes, and we work hard to make a sustainable impact and counter 
the systemic inequities that our young scholars and their families 
have faced for generations. With your help last year, we worked to 
create equity in education by:

• Launching our Access 2 College (A2C) Program, an exciting 
college-prep initiative that guides Access high school juniors 
and seniors through four critical areas of development: writing, 
leadership, career exploration, and college planning. 

• Preparing 23 Access high school students for the ACT exam 
through 60 hours of weekend instruction. The results were 
impressive: Our scholars raised their composite scores by an 
average of three points from the first practice test to the actual 
ACT exam. 

• Helping our incoming high school freshmen and their families 
open MOST 529 college savings accounts and apply for the My 
Missouri ‘MyMO’ Scholarship Promise Program – ensuring they 
receive the $10,000 per student award by graduation. 

• Strengthening our partnership with Saint Louis University as the 
SLU School of Education continues its comprehensive two-year 
evaluation of our programs. This year, 10 Access high school 
seniors enrolled at Saint Louis University and over $185,000 was 
awarded in the Access at SLU Scholarship.

Equity in Action 
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St. Louis Catholic 
Academy

Sister Thea Bowman 

ILLINOIS

St. Cecilia School

MISSOURI

Catholic School

OUR MISSION
Access propels middle 
school students who 
have been historically 
underserved through high 
school and on to college 
and career success with 
enrichment, counseling, 
and scholarships.

OUR VALUES
Access is committed to…

• Supporting a top-quality, 
values-based education

• Focusing on the 
individual student

• Strengthening our 
communities

• Leveraging our 
partnerships

OUR HISTORY
Access was founded in 2005 
by a group of St. Louisans 
convinced that education 
was the most enduring path 
out of poverty. Embracing 
an innovative model that 
emphasized extended 
school days, a challenging 
enrichment curriculum, and 
11+ years of counseling, they 
started the first Academy 
with 15 students in a single 
South City middle school. In 
2021-2022, Access served 
over 500 students in three 
partner middle schools, 40 
high schools (including 21 
private, college-prep high 
schools), and 47 colleges 
and post-secondary 
institutions across 
the country.

“At Access, we believe every child should be free to 
dream big and achieve big. Our work to address the 
profound inequities we see in education across our 

region starts by building 
trusted relationships with 
every Access student 
and their family. We 
gain an understanding of 
the individual needs of 
every student, make an 
11+ year commitment to 
their success, and invest 
in practices that increase 
access and equity 

for all.”
—SHELLY WILLIAMS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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96%
ACCEPTED 

to college or other 
post-secondary institution

98%
GRADUATED 

 high school on-time 
(compared to 84% nationwide)

99%
ACCEPTED 

to college-preparatory 
high schools

St. Louis Catholic 
Academy

Sister Thea Bowman 

ILLINOIS

St. Cecilia School

MISSOURI

Catholic School

Our Partner Middle Schools
St. Cecilia School & Academy (South St. Louis)
St. Louis Catholic Academy (North St. Louis)
Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School (East St. Louis) 

Our High Schools
Althoff Catholic High School*
Belleville High School East
Bishop DuBourg High School*
Cahokia High School
Cardinal Ritter College Prep*
Carnahan High School of the Future
Chaminade College Prep*
Charles H. Sumner High School
Christian Brothers College High School*
Cleveland Junior Naval Academy
Collegiate School of Medicine and Bioscience
Confluence Academy
Cor Jesu Academy*
De Smet Jesuit High School*
Duchesne High School*
Gibault Catholic High School*
The Grand Center Arts Academy
Granite City High School
Hazelwood East High School
Incarnate Word Academy*
Jennings Senior High School & College Prep Academy
KIPP
Lift For Life Academy
Lutheran High School North*
Lutheran High School South*
Marquette Catholic High School*
McCluer South-Berkeley High School
McKinley Classical Leadership Academy
Nerinx Hall*
Normandy High School
Notre Dame High School*
Principia School
Purpose Driven Academy
Ritenour High School
Rosati-Kain High School*
St. John Vianney High School*
St. Joseph’s Academy*
Saint Louis Priory School*
St. Louis University High*
St. Mary’s High School*
Soldan High School
South Technical High School
SIUE East St. Louis Charter High School
Ursuline Academy*
Villa Duchesne*
Visitation Academy*
Westminster Christian Academy**Denotes Scholarship Partner

Impacting Our Region
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Providing Critical Programming 

Scholarships
Illuminating a Path

by Eliminating 
Financial Barriers

At Access, we believe in 
equity: that every student 
should have every chance 
to thrive every day. Since 
our founding in 2005, 
Access has contributed 
more than $8,182,020 
in financial scholarships 
to high school and 
college students. It’s an 
investment that eliminates 
financial barriers for our 
families and uplifts the 
St. Louis region.

Counseling
Individualized Support 

Increases Academic 
Success

Research proves that 
strong relationships are 
the foundation for student 
success. At Access, every 
student is embraced and 
supported by a community 
of trusted, caring adults 
who help them succeed in 
and persist in school, work, 
and life. Our individualized 
counseling ensures every 
student’s academic, social, 
financial, and emotional 
needs are met.

Enrichment

Challenging Our Youth to Dream

Access provides over 1,000 hours of 
high-quality after-school and summer 
enrichment programming to our middle 
school students each year, a support 
that promotes student achievement, 
encourages positive behavior, and expands 
their definition of success. Our donors 
can be confident that their support is 
making a lasting difference. According 
to the Afterschool Alliance, “Afterschool 
programs also provide a significant return-
on-investment, with every $1 invested 
saving at least $3 through increasing 
youth’s earning potential, improving their 
performance at school, and reducing crime 
and juvenile delinquency.”*

*‘This is Afterschool’ Fact Sheet. Afterschool Alliance. (2020, March). http://afterschoolalliance.org//documents/ National-One-Pager-2020.pdf
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A gift to Access helps pay for essential after-school 
enrichment programs, eases the tuition burden on 
our students’ families, and ensures Graduate Support 
Directors are available at every stage of the 11+ 
year education journey. Help our students create a 
brighter future for themselves by giving today. 

ONLINE
Make a donation by credit/debit 
card or set up a recurring gift at  
accessacademies.org/donate.

MAIL
Mail your gift to our office at: 
3500 Lindell Boulevard
Fitzgerald Hall, Room 200
St. Louis, MO 63103

Support Our Students

LEGACY GIVING 
A substantial impact can be made 
through gifts of stock, retirement 
accounts, or by naming Access as 
part of your will, estate, or legacy 
giving plan. Please contact Peg Lord, 
Development Associate, at (314) 898-0430 
or Peg.Lord@Accessacademies.org, 
for more information.

AMAZON SMILE
Support Access Academies when you 
shop on Amazon. Simply visit smile.amazon.com 
and select “Friends of the Academies” as your 
charity of choice. Every time you purchase an item 
using Amazon Smile, a portion of the sale will be 
donated to our organization.

College Bound!
Forty-two Access seniors graduated from high 
school this year and were accepted into colleges 
and universities across the country. As a group, they 
received over $1.5 million in scholarship offers. Kadira 
Muhammad is one of those students. An alumna of St. 
Louis Catholic Academy (’18), she graduated cum laude 
from Rosati-Kain High School, where she was on the 
cheer team and in the National Honor Society. This fall, 
Kadira entered Clark Atlanta University as a business 
administration major. A member of the Management 
Club and Morehouse Business Association, she aspires 
to become a business intelligence analyst and start her 
own haircare line.

Access Students Named 
WashU College Prep Scholars
Two more Access high school sophomores – 
Yareli Martinez of St. Joseph’s Academy and 
Marlene Garcia of Cor Jesu Academy – were 
selected to the prestigious Washington 
University College Prep Program in 2022, 
bringing the number of current Access 
Academy participants to six. The program, 
which only accepts 50 applicants from 
across the region each year, prepares future 
first-generation college students to thrive 
academically and socially in college. 
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Steven & Patty Ackerman
Susan Allen
Anonymous (5)
Tom Anzalone
Archdiocese of St. Louis
Tom & Dale Auffenberg
Laura Backer
Dave Baldwin & Summer 

Hutcheson
Dennis & Marty Balfe
Dan & Lynn Barger
Jim & Trary Barnes
Nancy Barnidge
Tim & Veronica Barrett
Bert & Liz Barry
Mike & Liz Basler
Bayer Corporation
Jane Beato
Alliyah Beeks
Linda & Arthur Behrens
George & Jane Billings
Forv/s - BKD Foundation
Joann Boczenowski
Kathleen Boczenowski
Boniface Foundation
Sandra Bowe
Richard Breslin
Neil & Karen Bruntrager
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner, LLP
John & Kara Byrne
Rob Rosenblum
Cardinal Ritter College Prep
Angie Carr
Julian and Eileen Carr 
     Family Foundation
Sarah Caruso
Marie A. Casey & Kenn Entringer
Cass Commercial Bank
Cedar Creek Conference Center
Gwendolyn Chambers
Chaminade College 

Preparatory School
Kent & Diane Chancellor
Christian Brothers College 

High School
Commerce Bancshares 

Foundation
Susan Conrad
George & Mary Lou Convy
Cor Jesu Academy
Genevieve Coughlin
Florinda Cruz
David & Nancy Danis
Janice DaPrato
Kim & Carol Day
Brian & Rachael Day
Sherry Clouse Day
Bob & Liz Deaver
David & Lucie Dempsey
Brad & Maureen DePriest
Colin & Sue Derdeyn
Mary Rose Desloge
Richard & Nancy Desloge

Alice Dickherber
Mike Diehl & Alice Benga 
George & Mary Diehr
Dave & Karen Dille
David & Ann Dolan
Dennis Donnelly & Rebecca 

McDermott
Terry & Barb Donohue
Claire Donovan
Michael & Claudia Dooley
John & Marie Doyle
Joe & Donna Drozda
Carolyn Dubuque
Sarah & Robert Dunn
Charlie & Penny Durban
Daniel Eckenfels
ELCO Chevrolet
Kathryn Ellerbrake
Mike England
Stan & Pat Erb
Charlie & Patty Erker
Gerard Erker & Mary Pat Gallagher
Joseph & Colleen Erker
Paul & Frances Erker
Ben & Amy Evans
Jaime Fann
Jim & Nette Fann
Monica Fanning
Ann Feld
Mark & Marilyn Feldman
Jay & Audrey Feuerbacher
John & Peggy Fonke
Food Sevice Consultants
Kathleen Fox
Ronald & Mary Beth Fox
Glenn & Ann Gage
Brent & Andrea Gallagher
Margaret & Michael Gallagher
Laura Gallo
James & Angela Ganniger
Marie Ganninger
Zenique Gardner-Perry
Gus & Kelly Gast
Dan George & Cassie Strom
Laura George
Philip & Penny George
Sharon Gerken
Brian & Dianne Gill
Jim & Mary Pat Glauber
Toni Goelz
Greg & Ann Goltermann
Tom Griesedieck & Julie Wiegand
Todd Guidry
Leo & Nancy Haas
Lisa Hailstone
John & Teresa Hanichak
Charles & Elizabeth Harris
Julie Harris
Katherine Harris
Mary Harris
Maura Harris
Paul & Kelly Harris
William Harris

Tom & Mary Hastings
Abraham & Rita 

Hawatmeh
Bob & Sue Hayashi
Mark & Adele Hayes
Phil Heagney & Barb Prosser
Jessie Hebrank
Jerry & Susan Herber
Dale & Carrie Hermeling
Vance & Linda Hodge
Jim Holloran
Michael & Nancy Holloran
Sid & Julie Holthaus
Tom & Suzanne Hough
Richard & Pareppia 

Howard-Willms
Claire Hundelt
Kirk & Mary Hunsaker
Douglas Hylkema
Incarnate Word Academy
J.W. & Mildred A. Kisling 
     Charitable Foundation
Kristen Jackson
Jean & Mark Jackson
Dominic Jarrett
Joe & Melissa Jedlicka
Joan & John Vatterott 

Family Foundation
John D. McGurks
Julie Johnson
Joe & Melissa Jones
Joyce Jones
The Mary Ranken Jordan 

and Ettie A. Jordan 
Charitable Foundation

Michael Jordan
Christine Keefe
Tim & Debra Keefe
Tom & Marilyn Keeline
Joe Kelley
Katrice Kendle
Kent Family Foundation
Marie Kenyon
Bernard & Kathy Keusenkothen
Abha Khandelwal
Marc & Prudence Kramer
Rick & Peggy Kuhlman
Christa Kuhn
Ron & Christine Kuper
Mark & Amy Kurkowski
Bill & Jan Lane
Harry & Nina Langenberg
Steve Lawler & Lynda Morrison
Tim & Mary Leahy
James & Linda Lee
Lawrence & Dorothy LeGrand

Emily Lewis
Jay Lewis
Lewis Rice LLC
Paul & Betsy Liberatore
Andy & Sheryl Lock
John & Peg Lord
Laverne Lorenzini
Reggie & Carol MacDonald
Ted & Joyce MacDonald
Tom & Amy Mackowiak
Frank Magiera
Mike Margherio
Jack & Elaine Martin
Bob & Chris Mathias
Stephen Mathias
John Matson
Edward McCarthy
Sean McEvoy
Troy McIlroy
Kim & Lisa McMullin
Terry & Bo Mehan
Marge Meiners
Merrill Lynch
Paul & Mary Mercurio
Mintel Group
Mike & Judy Molloy
Moneta Group Charitable 

Foundation
James Morlan
Annette Morris
William & Annette Morris
Steve Lawler & Lynda Morrison
Sandra Morton
Jim & Christine Mudd
John & Pamela Mueller
Lawrence Mullen
Michael & Terry Mulligan
Birch & Cathie Mullins
Michael & Anna Mullins
Megan Mulvihill
Jim & Mimi Murphy
John & Susan Murphy
Mark & Susie Murray
Samira Nazem
Nerinx Hall
Network For Good
Tom & Chandra Niemann
Mark Noetzel
Michael & Mary Noetzel
Tom & Maureen Nolan
Pat & Linda Notestine
Notre Dame High School
Jason & Dara O’Bryan
Office of Catholic Education 

and Formation

Bridget OFlynn
Oscar & Beba Olivos
Steve & Jorie O’Malley
Jack & Mary Ann O’Neill
Angelika Orywall
Jim Patton
Tiffany Patton
Pershing Charitable Trust
Joel & Cheryl Pettus
Chuck & Cathy Phillips
Lionel & Barbara Phillips
Cassidy Pierce
John Pieske
Katie Plax
Rudy Ploder
Matthew & Inge Pudlowski
Bud Purcell
Joe & Pat Rebman
Kim Reid
Chad & Constance Reis
Bill & Shari Reller
Barbara Richter
Charles Riley
Gary Ritter
Jerry & Peggy Ritter
Frank & Joan Robinson
Joe Holloran
John & Nancy Rohlfing
Rosati-Kain High School
Emily Roth
Mark & Mary Rudder
Nancy & Dave Ruecker
Mike & Monica Sabatino
Mark Wilhelm
Dennis & Joyce Saffa
Saint Louis University 
Saint Louis University - School 

of Education
Lois Samblanet
Molly Schaller & Chris Duncan
Ted & Christy Schlafly
Catherine Schlick
Jay & Anja Schmelter
Chris Schmidt & Silvia 

Ledesma Ortiz
Bill & Kate Schoenhard
Thad & Tricia Schuler
Mark Schumacher
Denise Scoffic
Seeber Family
John & Tricia Shaffner
Jack & Victoria Sharp
Shaughnessy Family Foundation
Maura Shaughnessy
Amy Shaw

“Access expanded my horizons and provided 
opportunities that I normally wouldn’t have had 
access to. And having someone with you for 
those 11+ years provides students with a sense 
of stability that they might not have in other 
parts of their lives.”

—Andrea Garcia 
Clinical Laboratory Technician at the Mayo Clinic

University of San Diego ’20 | Villa Duchesne ’16  
St. Cecilia School & Academy ’12

Thank You to Our Donors
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Joan Sheehan
John & Margie Simon
The Simon Law Firm
Steve & Amy Slapshak
Patrick & Mary Sly
Stephanie Smith
Julie Scott Soffner
Andrea Sokolich
Spitler Family
St. Cecilia School & Academy
St. John Vianney High School
St. Joseph’s Academy
St. Mary’s High School
Jean Steenberge
Dan & Jane Stern
John Stiles
John & Laurie Sullivan
Mike & Kim Sullivan
Phillip & Jeannine Sullivan
Tim & Mary Sullivan
Suntrup Automotive Group
Tracy & Cari Switzer
The Ann K. & Douglas S. Brown 

Family Foundation
Jerome & Margaret Thomasson
Thompson Coburn
Steve & Kathy Thorne
Kevin & Julia Thorpe
Sherri Tichenor
Brianna Tobias
James P. Tobin & Virginia E. Heagney 
Today and Tomorrow Educational Foundation
Valerie Todd
Sebastian Tomas
Simon & Mary Tonkin
Mike & Roberta Trost
Msgr. Mike Turek
Ursuline Academy
Ray & Laurie Van De Riet
Vatterott Foundation
Andrew & Molly Vatterott
Bart & Beth Vatterott
Bill & Kelly Vatterott
Glenn & Cathy Vatterott
Chris & Nancy Vatterott
Ellen Vatterott
Frank Vatterott
Christie & Greg Vatterott
Jim Vatterott
Joan & John Vatterott
Paul & Maggie Vatterott
Kathleen Vatterott
Melissa Vatterott
Pierce & Teresa Vatterott Family Foundation
Bob & Martha Vatterott
Visitation Academy
Chris & Stephanie Vogt
Ronald & L’Erin Wagner
Mary Walsh
Timothy Walsh
Doug & Sue Warren
Erika Warren
Sherri Weintrop
David & Barb Weiss
Alexandra Welsko

John & Priscilla Welter
Tom & Chris Wheeland
Mark & Deborah Wilhelm
Chuck & Anne Willey
Shelly Williams
Bill & Carol Wittenberg
Charles & Loretta Wittenberg
John Wright & Bridget George
Steve & Loretta Wuller
Timothy & Kiley Yeaglin
Your Cause, LLC Trustee for Monsanto/

Bayer Employee Gift
Jeff & Michele Zimmerman
John & Debbie Zipfel
Markham & Ellen Zobrist
Matt Zurek

Donations were given in 
honor or in memory of the 
following individuals:

In Honor Of

The Access Students of St. Mary’s High School
David Blanton
Brian Day
Ed and Patrice Desloge
Carolyn Dubuque
Mary Catherine Finnegan
Leslie Godina and the Dominguez Sisters
Peg Lord
Bob Mathias
Bo and Terry Mehan
Birch and Cathie Mullins
Tom and Megan Mulvihill
Jean Patrickson
Cheryl Pettus
Chris Schmidt and Silvia Ledesma Ortiz
Bob Vatterott
Joan and John Vatterott
Mimi Vatterott
Leslie Viveros
Madison Washington and Sasha Redding
Shelly Williams
 
In Memory Of

Patricia Dubuque
Susan Geldmacher
Edward Michael (Mike) Harris III
Patricia J. Kelley
James Lewis Sr. and Jewell Williams Lewis
Dr. Michael Noetzel
Mike Richter
William Rogers
Greg Vatterott, Sr.
Minerva Williams
James H. Wuller

Our Donors continued
THANK YOU TO OUR

DINNER SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Bold designates donors who 
contributed $1,000 or more.

Pershing
Charitable Trust

John and Margie Simon

SUPPORTERS

The Joan and John 
Vatterott Family 

Foundation
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$2.7 M needed over the next 4 years

 2021‐2022 Expenses

Tuition Scholarships  
& Fees: $805,914  

Enrichment & Graduate 
Support: $527,719  

Fundraising & Outreach: 
$295,073   

Additional Programs  
& Support: $193,324   

Administrative: $71,197   

2021‐2022 Revenue

General Contributions  
& Grants: $3.07 million  

Annual Celebration  

Cedar Creek/Interest/
Other: $14,872 

 

Investing in the Future: Our Scholarship Commitments 

Dinner: $605,180* 

43%

28%

16%

10%

  3%

*Please note that because our 12th and 13th 
Annual Celebration Dinners were held in the 
same fiscal year (September 2021 and June 
2022), this amount is larger than traditionally 
reflected on this chart.

83%

16%  1%
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Your Dollars at Work: Our Financials

(Fiscal Year 9.1.21 - 8.31.22)
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Committee 

John C. Vatterott
Founder & Chair Emeritus
Retired, Vatterott 
Educational Centers

Brian Day
Chair
Mercy

Marian ‘Bo’ V. Mehan
Vice Chair
Lewis Rice LLC

Cheryl Pettus
Finance Committee Chair
Bayer Corporation

Pat Erb 
Marketing Committee Chair
Consultant

Gus Gast
Development Committee Chair
Moneta Group 
Investment Advisors

Terry Mehan
Program Committee Chair
Retired, Access Academies

Robert J. Mathias 
Plancorp

Members

Angela Carr
Nine PBS

Nikki Doughty
Washington University 
in St. Louis

Abha Khandelwal
Bayer Corporation

Christopher J. Schmidt
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 
LLP

John G. Simon
The Simon Law Firm

Ron Wagner* 
Relearnit, Inc.

Thomas Wheeland 
FORVIS

STAFF

Dave Baldwin
Director of Communications

Joslyn Bland
Graduate Support Director

Naomi Carranza 
Graduate Support Counselor

Amy Clark
College & Career Director

Carolyn Dubuque
Director of Mission 
Effectiveness

Vivian Garcia
Graduate Support Director 

Galicia Guerrero*
Graduate Support Director

Jordyn Hale
Graduate Support Director

Anitra Laktzian-Brown
College & Career Counselor

Peg Lord
Development Associate

Carmelita Spencer
Graduate Support Director 

Shelly Williams
Executive Director 

*Special thanks to Ron Wagner for his service and dedication as an Access Academies 
Board Member, and to Galicia Guerrero for her commitment to our students as the 
Graduate Support Director at St. Cecilia. Both moved on this year, and we wish them the 
best of luck in their new endeavors.

Our Leadership Team

“A lot of people ask, ‘How 
can I invest in St. Louis?’ This 
is how we invest in St. Louis. 
Access is how we put St. Louis 
on the map. I went through 
the Access program. I know 
that it’s working. I know what 
is possible. At the end of the 
day, we’re changing lives for 
the better.”

—VIVIAN GARCIA
ACCESS ALUMNA AND 

GRADUATE SUPPORT DIRECTOR AT 
ST. CECILIA SCHOOL & ACADEMY
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3500 Lindell Boulevard
Fitzgerald Hall, Room 200
St. Louis, MO 63103
314.898.0430

Donate
You can help put our 
students on a path to success. 
Please consider giving at 
accessacademies.org/donate 
or by returning the 
enclosed envelope.

Connect
Follow Access Academies 
on social media and stay 
up-to-date on all the 
latest news.

/AccessAcademies

@accessacademies

/accessacademies

accessacademies.org/
newsletter

Spread the Word
After you’ve read this 
report, please give it to 
a friend. Better still, visit 
accessacademies.org and 
share it online.

Support 
Our

Mission 


