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LETTER FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Every year we take the time to reflect on our 
work, and every year we are profoundly 

grateful for the overwhelming support, 
kindness, and dedication that you show 
the students of Access Academies.
 
This past year was particularly challenging. 
Filled with much uncertainty for our entire 

region, it required us to come together 
to meet the needs of our students and 

families differently. Because of you, we were 
able to forge ahead, serve with purpose, and use 

innovation to create solutions to new problems. Because of you, we can 
undoubtedly celebrate many accomplishments and lessons learned. 
Together, we:    
 
• Strengthened our College and Career programming with the first 

Access Academies ACT Prep Program and College Scholarship, 
as well as laid the foundation for expanding our College and 
Career team.

• Prioritized organizational capacity building by partnering with FTI 
Consulting, a global business-consulting firm, to conduct a pro-bono 
analysis that provided Access with data-driven insights to better 
serve our students and partner schools. Access was also awarded 
a capacity-building grant by St. Louis Community Foundation to 
conduct staff professional development and implement strategic 
organizational initiatives.

• Reaffirmed our commitment to data by beginning a two-year 
program evaluation initiative and hiring a Postdoctoral Evaluator.

• Welcomed Shelly Williams (pictured above) as Executive Director, 
and celebrated our first year of partnership with the Saint Louis 
University School of Education.

Thank YOU for helping Access Academies make the best of 2020-2021. 
Your continued partnership will accelerate our work to improve youth 
outcomes, address equity gaps with critical enrichment, counseling, and 
scholarships, and provide our students with the resources necessary 
to sustain our impact. We also offer a sincere thanks to our partner 
schools and staff for working with us to keep our students on the path 
to success during a year of such uncertainty.
 
As we learned this past year, there are many ways in which we all 
support the Access mission – and the impact of our efforts relies heavily 
upon the dedication of many. We hope you enjoy reading the success 
of our joint efforts in this year’s annual report. Thank you again for 
everything that you do for our students. We are proud to consider you 
a part of the Access Academies family.
 
Sincerely,
 

Brian Day
Chair, Board of Directors

OUR MISSION
Access propels middle 
school students who 
have been historically 
underserved through high 
school and on to college 
and career success with 
enrichment, counseling, 
and scholarships.

OUR VALUES
Access is committed to…

• Supporting a top-quality, 
values-based education

• Focusing on the 
individual student

• Strengthening our 
communities

• Leveraging our 
partnerships

OUR HISTORY
Access was founded in 2005 
by a group of St. Louisans 
convinced that education 
was the most enduring path 
out of poverty. Embracing 
an innovative model that 
emphasized extended 
school days, a challenging 
enrichment curriculum, and 
11+ years of counseling, they 
started the first Academy 
with 15 students in a single 
South City middle school. In 
2020-2021, Access served 
over 500 students in three 
partner middle schools, 40 
high schools (including 21 
partner college-prep high 
schools), and 48 colleges 
and post-secondary 
institutions across 
the country.
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With your help, Access Academies creates 
countless opportunities for youth in underserved 
communities across the St. Louis region. Annually, 
we support the development of over 500 students 
from 30 different zip codes, and because of our 
intentional focus on providing programs in areas of 
greatest need, more than 64% of Access’ students 
are Black, 32% are Hispanic, and 94% are eligible for 
the free and reduced lunch program.

While these statistics offer insight into the 
demographics of our students and families, 
they also illuminate systemic inequities that our 
young scholars and their families have faced 
for generations. Regional research continues to 
emphasize the disparities experienced by students 

of color, including dramatic gaps in access to 
quality education, a lack of affordable housing, 
higher rates of poverty and unemployment, limited 
access to basic needs, lower life expectancies, 
and more.

Organizations like Access are working hard to make 
a sustainable impact and change the narrative. For 
us, that means committing 11+ years to each of our 
students and providing the enrichment, counseling, 
scholarships, and additional resources required 
to help them thrive. We all know that access to 
education can change lives. Thank you for helping 
our students become the future leaders, thinkers, 
and catalysts for change in St. Louis.

You’re Helping Us Create Equity in Education
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Your Support Sustains Critical Programming

Scholarships
Illuminating a Path

by Eliminating 
Financial Barriers

At Access, we believe in 
equity: that every student 
should have every chance 
to thrive every day. Since 
our founding in 2005, 
Access has contributed 
more than $7,254,348 
in financial scholarships 
to high school and 
college students. It’s an 
investment that eliminates 
financial barriers for our 
families and uplifts the 
St. Louis region.

Counseling
Individualized Support 

Increases Academic 
Success

Research proves that 
strong relationships are 
the foundation for student 
success. At Access, every 
student is embraced and 
supported by a community 
of trusted, caring adults 
who help them succeed in 
and persist in school, work, 
and life. Our individualized 
counseling ensures every 
student’s academic, social, 
financial, and emotional 
needs are met.

Enrichment

Challenging Our Youth to Dream

Access provides over 1,179 hours of 
high-quality after-school and summer 
enrichment programming to 165 middle 
school students each year, a support 
that promotes student achievement, 
encourages positive behavior, and 
expands their definition of success. 
Our donors can be confident that their 
support is making a lasting difference. 
According to the Afterschool Alliance, 
“Afterschool programs also provide 
a significant return-on-investment, 
with every $1 invested saving at 
least $3 through increasing youth’s 
earning potential and improving their 
performance at school.”*

* ‘This is Afterschool’ Fact Sheet. Afterschool Alliance. (2020, March).

4 | 2021 ANNUAL REPORT

Members of the 
Graduate Support team
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Your Investment Propels Every Access Student
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SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 2005: 
$7.2 million
awarded in high school 
& college scholarships

1,294 students
benefited from 
our programs

$16,560
average 4-year 
investment in each 
high school student

$7,041
average 3-year 
investment in each 
middle school student

213 
STUDENTS 

in 40 high schools, including 177 in 21 
private, college-preparatory schools

165 
STUDENTS

in 3 city 
middle schools

130 
STUDENTS 

in 48 colleges or other 
post-secondary institutions

11+ 
years of counseling, 

mentoring, and advocacy 
for each student

7 
college visits organized 
for each Access student 
from 6th to 12th grade

1,179
hours of extended-day 

and summer enrichment 
instruction provided annually

$759,411 
total amount awarded in 

high school scholarships 

and fees

$3,271 
average annual 

high school tuition 

award per student
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96%
ACCEPTED 

to college or other 
post-secondary institution

98%
GRADUATED 

 high school on-time 
(compared to 84% nationwide)

99%
ACCEPTED 

to college-preparatory 
high schools

St. Louis Catholic 
Academy

Sister Thea Bowman 
Catholic School

ILLINOIS

St. Cecilia School

MISSOURI

Our Partner Middle Schools

Our High Schools
Althoff Catholic High School*
Belleville High School East
Bishop DuBourg High School*
Cahokia High School
Carnahan High School of the Future
Cardinal Ritter College Prep*
Chaminade College Preparatory School*
Charles H. Sumner High School
Christian Brothers College High School*
Cleveland Junior Naval Academy
Collegiate School of Medicine and Bioscience
Cor Jesu Academy*
De Smet Jesuit High School*
Duchesne High School*
The Grand Center Arts Academy
Granite City High School
Hazelwood East High School
Incarnate Word Academy*
Jennings Senior High School & College 

Prep Academy
KIPP
Lift For Life Academy
Lutheran High School North*
Lutheran High School South*
Marquette Catholic High School*
McKinley Classical Leadership Academy
McCluer South-Berkeley High School
Nerinx Hall*
Normandy High School
Notre Dame High School*
Ritenour High School
Rosati-Kain High School*
SIUE East St. Louis Charter High School
South Technical High School
Saint Louis Priory School
St. John Vianney High School*
St. Joseph’s Academy*
St. Louis University High School*
St. Mary’s High School*
Ursuline Academy*
Villa Duchesne*
Visitation Academy*
Westminster Christian Academy

*Denotes Scholarship Partner

Your Commitment to Access Impacts Our Region
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A gift to Access helps pay for essential after-
school enrichment programs, eases the tuition 
burden on our students’ families, and ensures 
Graduate Support Directors are available at every 
stage of the 11+ year education journey. Help our 
students succeed by giving to Access today. 

ONLINE
Make a donation by credit/debit 
card or set up a recurring gift at 
accessacademies.org/donate.

MAIL
Mail your gift to our office at: 
3500 Lindell Blvd., Fitzgerald Hall, 
Room 200, St. Louis, MO 63103.

Your Continued Support Is Always Appreciated

LEGACY GIVING 
A substantial impact can be made through 
gifts of stock, retirement accounts, or by 
naming Access as part of your will, estate, 
or legacy giving plan. Please contact 
Peg Lord, Development Associate, at 
(314) 898-0430 or Peg.Lord@Accessacademies.org, 
for more information.

AMAZON SMILE
Support Access Academies when you 
shop on Amazon. Simply visit smile.amazon.com and 
select “Friends of the Academies” as your charity 
of choice. Every time you purchase an item using 
Amazon Smile, a portion of the sale will be donated 
to our organization.

Student panel discussion at our 
12th Annual Celebration Dinner

VIEW OUR NEW DOCUMENTARY
This year, we released an inspiring new documentary, “We Are Access,” that takes an 
in-depth look into the lives, struggles, and accomplishments of our young scholars. We 
invite you to watch the film at accessacademies.org and learn firsthand about their 
dreams and aspirations, the hurdles they face, and how the support you provide keeps 
them on a path to success.
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Chuck & Jeannine Aldridge
Robert & Dawn Anderson
Anonymous 3
Anonymous 6
Tom Anzalone
Archdiocese of St. Louis
Tom & Dale Ann Auffenberg
Carmen Avogaro
Dave Baldwin & Summer Hutcheson
Jim & Trary Barnes
Archangel Charitable Fund
Tim & Veronica Barrett
Bert & Liz Barry
Mike & Liz Basler
Bayer Corporation
Sarah Beams
Jane Beato
Terry & Sandra Bell
James Berges & Elizabeth Mannen
The Berry Family
George & Jane Billings
BISG LLC 
Boniface Foundation
Harry & Shirley Brady
Richard Breslin
Mike & Carol Brickman
The Ann K. & Douglas S. Brown 

Family Fund
Julie Brown Longly
Risa Brown
Penny Buchmueller
John & Kara Byrne
Joseph & Karen Cammarata
Scott & Sandra Cammarata
Joseph Canda & Jennifer Boyd
Deborah Carr & Pat Breece
Julian and Eileen Carr Family Foundation
Marie A. Casey & Kenn Entringer
Cass Commercial Bank
Cedar Creek Conference Center
Pete Cerone 
Heather & Troy Chaney
Ray & Sue Cheatham
Christian Brothers College High School
Charlie & Katie Claggett
Andrea Coates
Comarco St. Louis
Commerce Bancshares Foundation
George & Mary Lou  Convy
Cassy Cook
Brian & Christy Cooke
Jarrett Cooper
Genevieve Coughlin
Florinda Cruz
Cathie Danna
Hank & Vicki Darabcsek
Tad & Tricia Davies
The Day Family
Kim & Carol Day
Brian & Rachael Day
Bob & Liz Deaver
Orlando DeBruce
David & Lucie Dempsey
Brad & Maureen DePriest
Mary Rose Desloge

Richard & Nancy Desloge
Alice Dickherber
Mike Diehl & Alice Benga
Eileen & Robert DiGerolamo
Tim Dolan
David & Ann Dolan
Dennis Donnelly & Rebecca McDermott
Terry & Barb Donohue
Michael & Claudia Dooley
John & Marie Doyle
Robert & Peggy Dresden
Joe & Donna Drozda
Carolyn Dubuque
Patricia Dubuque
Charlie & Penny Durban
John Durbin Family
Bill Eads
ELCO Chevrolet
Emerson Charitable Trust
Mike England
Enterprise Bank and Trust 
Stan & Pat Erb
Olubukola Erinle
Charlie & Patty Erker
Gerard Erker & Mary Pat Gallagher
Paul & Frances Erker
Jaime Fann
Jim & Nette Fann
Mark & Marilyn Feldman
Jay & Audrey Feuerbacher
The Feuerbacher Group at Merrill Lynch
Dennis & Carolyn Finnegan
David Flowers
Fr. Timothy Foley
John & Peggy Fonke
Food Service Consultants
Lindsey Forsythe
Justin Fowler
Michael & Margaret Gallagher
James & Angela Ganninger
Marie Ganninger
Bill Gantz
Zenique Gardner-Perry
Gus & Kelly Gast
Philip & Penny George
Brian & Dianne Gill
Jim & Mary Pat Glauber
Milton Goldenberg & Steve Goldenberg
Jacob Goldkamp
Amanda Goldsmith
Chuck & Gayle Gottlieb
Angela Gourley
Gray Design Group
Tom Griesedieck & Julie Wiegand
Sally Guignon
Rich & Genny Haas
Lisa Hailstone
Matt Hall
John & Teresa Hanichak
Charles & Elizabeth Harris
Julie Harris
Mary Harris
Maura Harris
Paul & Kelly Harris
William Harris

Tricia & Rodney Harrison
Tom & Vicki Hartnett
Tom & Mary Hastings
Bob & Sue Hayashi
Mark & Adele Hayes
Meg Hazan
Phil Heagney & Barb Prosser
Jerry and Susan Herber
Dale & Carrie Hermeling
The Herwig Family
Tom & Charlotte Hillmeyer
Jack & Jean Hilton
Les & Bonnie Hoeckelman
Christopher Hoffmeister
Greg Holden
Jim Holloran
Michael &  Nancy Holloran
Kaysha Holmes
Sid & Julie Holthaus
Tom & Suzanne Hough
Kendra Householder
Claire Hundelt
Kenny & Chy Hyde
Incarnate Word Academy
J.W. & Mildred A. Kisling 

Charitable Foundation
Jean & Mark Jackson
Joe & Melissa Jedlicka
Dionna Jones
Joyce Jones
The Mary Ranken Jordan and Ettie A. 

Jordan Charitable Foundation
Michael Jordan
Kevin & Susan Journagan
Javed Kapadia
Tim & Debra Keefe
Tom & Marilyn Keeline
Joe Kelley
Katrice Kendle
Bernard & Kathy Keusenkothen
Jim & Peg Kiley
Joe & Jessica Kilmade
The Kinder Family
Kyle & Heidi Klosterman
A.J. Koller
Terry & Joan Korpal
Michael & Julia Kressig
Terry & Karen Kuc
Ron & Christine Kuper
Mark & Amy Kurkowski
Harry & Nina Langenberg
Tim & Mary Leahy
Robert Leggat
Lawrence & Dorothy LeGrand
The Leicht Family
Emily Lewis
Jay Lewis
Lewis Rice LLC
Paul & Betsy Liberatore
Andy & Sheryl Lock

Mark & Mary Lodes
John & Peg Lord
Tucker Lott
Mollie Lucchesi
David Lucky
Ted & Joyce MacDonald
Tom & Amy Mackowiak
Frank Magiera
Michael & Mary Manninger
Bob & Chris Mathias
John Matson
Daniel & Katherine Mauzy
Mike & Laura Maze
Edward McCarthy
McCormack Baron Salazar Inc. 
Josephine McDonald
Kim & Lisa McMullin
Ann Mehan
Terry & Bo Mehan
Mercy
Merrill Lynch
Steve & Angela Mestres
Robert Meyer
Nathan Miller
Mike & Judy Molloy
Moneta
Susan Moody
Steve Lawler & Lynda Morrison
Sandra Morton
Jim & Christine Mudd
Mick & Joanie Mullen
Michael & Terry Mulligan
Birch & Cathie Mullins
William & Mia Mura
Jim & Mimi Murphy
John & Susan Murphy
Susan Murphy
Carol Nachtmann
Nerinx Hall
Network For Good
Mitch & Diane Neuhaus
Tom & Chandra Niemann
Michael & Mary Noetzel
Tom & Maureen Nolan
W.T. & Christine Nolan
Pat & Linda Notestine
Notre Dame High School
Novogradac & Company LLP 
Kenneth & M. Patricia Nuernberger
Jason & Dara O’Bryan
Fr. Ronny O’Dwyer, S.J.
Office of Catholic Education and Formation
Bridget OFlynn
Mark & Sue Ohlendorf
Steve & Jorie O’Malley
Betty O’Neal
Angelika Orywall
Jenay Parker
Pershing Charitable Trust
Linda Peterson

“I am so grateful to have Access Academies 
by my side every step of the way through my 
high school and college experience. As a first-
generation college student, Access has helped 
guide me on my path to college.”

—Erika Valenzuela, Maryville University ‘22

Bold designates donors who contributed $1,000 or more.

Thank You to Our Donors
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Joel & Cheryl Pettus
Chuck & Cathy Phillips
Jerry & Rosemary Pieper
Cassidy Pierce
Mary Kellogg
Bud Purcell
Thomas & Ginger Purcell
Rich & Megan Rafuse
Mike & Rebecca Rathmann
Joe & Pat Rebman
Chad & Constance Reis
Gerrie Rheinecker
Barbara Richter
Gary Ritter
Jerry Ritter
Frank & Joan Robinson
Chris & Victoria Rogewski
John & Nancy Rohlfing
Nancy & Dave Ruecker
Leo & Pat Saenger
Dennis & Joyce Saffa
Saint Louis University 
Saint Louis University - School 

of Education
Kelly Samples
Clifford Sanford
Tom & Mary Pat Cadice-Santel
Molly Schaller & Chris Duncan
George & Jean Schenk
John & Mary Scherer
Catherine Schlick
Jay & Anja Schmelter
Chris & Silvia Schmidt
Edward & Mary Dee Schmidt, Sr.
Bill & Kate Schoenhard
Thad & Tricia Schuler
The Schuster Family
Richard & Judy Schwentker
John & Tricia Shaffner
Shanahan Family Foundation
Jack & Victoria Sharp
Shaughnessy Family Foundation
Maura Shaughnessy
Joan Sheehan
John & Margie Simon
The Simon Law Firm
Patrick & Mary Sly
Stephanee Smith
Stephen & Martha Smith
Andrea Sokolich
Kathy Sorkin
Angela Spittal
Mary Spitzmiller
Black Communities Investment 

Initiative of the St. Louis 
Community Foundation

St. Louis Equity Fund
St. John Vianney High School
St. Joseph’s Academy
St. Mary’s High School
Jeannie Steenberge
Dan & Jane Stern
John Stiles
Daniel & Paula Stoverink
Stude Family Fund
Mike & Kim Sullivan
Phillip & Jeannine Sullivan
Tim & Mary Sullivan

Bill & Mary Suntrup
Tracy & Cari Switzer
Jerome & Margaret Thomasson
Kevin & Julia Thorpe
Sherri Tichenor
Valerie Todd
Simon & Mary Tonkin
Msgr. Mike Turek
U.S. Bancorp Community 

Development Corporation
Christopher & Patty Unland
Ursuline Academy
Vallentine Family
Ray & Laurie Van De Riet
Vatterott Foundation
Bart & Beth Vatterott
Bob Vatterott
Catherine Vatterott
Cathy Vatterott
Chris & Nancy Vatterott
Ellen Vatterott
Warren Vatterott Girls
Jim Vatterott
Joan & John Vatterott
Joan & John Vatterott Family Foundation
Paul & Maggie Vatterott
Kathleen Vatterott
Melissa Vatterott
Bob & Martha Vatterott
Madeleine Vatterott-Mori
Bill & Suzanne Venker
Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill School
Visitation Academy
Ronald & L’Erin Wagner
Dar’Rell Walker
Wallace Architects
David & Barb Weiss
Libby Welkener
John & Priscilla Welter
Tom & Chris Wheeland
Jennifer Whiteman
Allison Wideman
Mark & Deborah Wilhelm
Chuck & Anne Willey
Ashley Winters
Bill & Carol Wittenberg
Charles & Loretta Wittenberg
Jim & Nancy Wolfe
Tracee Wolter
Steve & Loretta Wuller
Timothy & Kiley Yeaglin
Your Cause, LLC Trustee for Monsanto/

Bayer Employee Gift
YourCause, LLC Trustee For Boeing 

Employee Gift
Jeff & Michele Zimmerman
John & Debbie Zipfel

Our Donors continued
THANK YOU TO OUR

DINNER SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Bold designates donors who contributed $1,000 or more.

Thank you for your 
tributes and in 
memoriam donations. 
Please know that we 
have informed those 
honored or their 
loved ones of your 
thoughtful gestures.

The Joan and John 
Vatterott Family 

Foundation

John and Margie Simon

Pershing
Charitable Trust

SUPPORTERS
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$2.8 M needed over the next 4 years

 2020‐2021 Expenses

Tuition Scholarships  
& Fees: $759,411 

Enrichment & Graduate 
Support: $656,601 

Fundraising & Outreach: 
$190,831  

Additional Programs  
& Support: $256,693  

Administrative: $58,850  

2020‐2021 Revenue

General Contributions  
& Grants: $1,961,827 

Annual Celebration  

$290,770* 

Cedar Creek/Interest/
Other: $26,747

86%

13%  1%

 

Investing in the Future: Our Scholarship Commitments 

Dinner Campaign: 

40%

34%

10%

13%

  3%

*Because the 12th Annual Celebration Dinner 
was held in September 2021, this number only 
reflects funds raised up to August 31, 2021. 
The remaining money raised from the dinner 
will be reflected in the 2021‐2022 fiscal year.
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Your Dollars at Work: Our Financials

(Fiscal Year 9.1.20 - 8.31.21)



Enrichment ~ Counseling ~ Scholarships | 11

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Committee 

John C. Vatterott
Founder & Chair Emeritus
Retired, Vatterott Educational 
Centers

Brian Day
Chair
Mercy

Marian ‘Bo’ V. Mehan
Vice Chair
Lewis Rice LLC

Cheryl Pettus
Finance Committee Chair
Bayer Corporation

Pat Erb 
Marketing Committee Chair
Consultant

Gus Gast
Development Committee Chair
Moneta Group 
Investment Advisors

Terry Mehan
Program Committee Chair
Retired, Access Academies

Christopher S. Collins, SJ
University of St. Thomas

Members

Abha Khandelwal
Bayer Corporation

Robert J. Mathias 
Plancorp

Birch M. Mullins
Baur Properties

Anja Schmelter
Consultant

Christopher J. Schmidt
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 
LLP

John G. Simon
The Simon Law Firm

Ron Wagner 
Relearnit, Inc.

Thomas Wheeland 
BKD CPAs & Advisors

STAFF

Shelly Williams
Executive Director 

Peg Lord
Development Associate

Dave Baldwin
Director of Communications

Graduate Support

Carolyn Dubuque
Director of Mission 
Effectiveness

Amy Clark
College & Career Counselor

Anitra Laktzian-Brown
College & Career Counselor

Heidi Klosterman 
Graduate Support Director 
(Retired Spring 2021)

Galicia Guerrero
Graduate Support Director 

Vivian Garcia
Graduate Support Counselor

Joslyn Bland
Graduate Support Director

Jordyn Hale
Graduate Support Director

Carmelita Spencer
Graduate Support Director

*Special thanks to Anja Schmelter and Birch Mullins for their many 
years of service and dedication as Access Academies Board Members.

Our Leadership Team

“We believe every 
child can reach his 
or her potential 
if given the right 
structure, environment, 
education, motivation, 
and inspiration.”

—JOHN C. VATTEROTT, 
FOUNDER & CHAIR EMERITUS
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3500 Lindell Boulevard
Fitzgerald Hall, Room 200
St. Louis, MO 63103
314.898.0430

Support 
Our

Mission 
You can help put our 
students on a path to success. 
Please consider giving at 
accessacademies.org/donate 
or by returning the 
enclosed envelope.

Donate

Connect
Follow Access Academies on 
social media and stay up-to-date 
on all the latest news.

/AccessAcademies

@accessacademies

/accessacademies

accessacademies.org/
newsletter

Spread the Word
After you’ve read this report, 
please give it to a friend. Better 
still, visit accessacademies.org 
and share it online.


