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LETTER FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends and Supporters,

It’s often said that true 
character isn’t built but 

revealed in the face of 
adversity. I’ve always 
agreed, and if the 
pandemic has revealed 
one thing about Access 
Academies, it’s the 

resiliency of our students. 
It’s no secret that our 

young scholars possess an 
acute ability to rise above life’s 

struggles to achieve academic success. But to watch 
them overcome the obstacles of Covid-19 and remote 
learning, and continue to excel, was inspiring. 
 
This year, 53 Academy graduates enrolled in private, 
college-prep high schools. Twenty-three high 
schoolers were named St. Louis Post-Dispatch ‘A’ 
Students. Four sophomores were selected to the 
prestigious Washington University College Prep 
Program. And many more entered college or earned 
a degree and started their first jobs.
 
It wasn’t only our students who stepped up though. 
Our Graduate Support team worked tirelessly to stay 
connected while our College & Career Counselor 
ensured no student’s path to graduation was 
jeopardized. Seeing firsthand the 
economic strain on Access 
families, we delivered 
$20,000 in gift cards for 
groceries and necessities. 
And when safety concerns 
forced the cancellation 
of the 12th Annual 
Celebration Dinner — 
leading to a substantial 
deficit in our programming 
budget — our faithful donors 
helped raise over $315,000 in our 
summer fundraising campaign. It was a remarkable 
feat and one for which we cannot thank you enough. 
 
Surprisingly, the biggest highlight of 2019-2020 
had little to do with the pandemic. I’m thrilled to 
announce that Access and Saint Louis University 
forged an innovative new partnership to expand 
resources and college opportunities for our students. 
You can read more about it on page 5, but the Access 
enrichment and graduate support programs will now 
be a part of the SLU School of Education.
 
Meanwhile, our development staff and Board of 
Directors will continue to fundraise and pay for all 
Access/SLU programming, as well as for all of our 

high school and college scholarships — which means 
your generosity remains critical to our students’ 
success. We couldn’t be more excited about this 
collaboration and believe it will allow us to serve 
more students in more schools across the region. 

The year, however, was not without its bittersweet 
moments. In the spring, one of our partner middle 
schools, Most Holy Trinity, closed due to budget 
shortfalls related in part to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
And while we were saddened by the loss, know 
that many of the students transferred to St. Louis 
Catholic Academy, and their Access Grad Support 
Director will continue to guide them through high 
school and college. In addition, Access will still fund 
the scholarships of every MHT student in high school, 
including the 17 freshmen who started this fall. 

I also want to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to Tom Mackowiak 
(at right), who after 
seven years with Access 
Academies — four on 
the Board of Directors 
and three as Executive 
Director — retired this 
summer. Tom’s enthusiasm 
and passion for our 
students are unwavering. His 
steady leadership and focus 
on the future were instrumental 
in developing our long-term strategic plan and 
moving the organization forward. We are grateful for 
his service. 

Similarly, after two years as Chair, my term has ended. 
It has been a privilege to serve in the role, and I look 
forward to continuing my work on the Board. I’m also 
pleased to announce that our Finance Chair, Brian Day, 
will serve as the new Board Chair and am confident 
that he will skillfully guide us through this next exciting 
chapter. The organization is in good hands. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you — our dedicated 
supporters, donors, and partners — one last time for 
your loyal and thoughtful commitment to our mission. 
In these challenging times, your support has never 
been more important — or necessary. Thank you 
for believing in our students, trusting our staff with 
your gifts, and walking this path with us. The future 
is bright for Access Academies, and I hope you will 
continue to support every student, every chance, 
every day. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Robert Mathias
Chair, Board of Directors
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Investing in Our Students
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SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 2005: 
$6.1 million
awarded in high 
school scholarships

1,240 students
benefited from 
our programs

$16,560
average 4-year 
investment in each 
high school student

$7,041
average 3-year 
investment in each 
middle school student

191 
STUDENTS 

in 26 college-preparatory 
high schools

175 
STUDENTS

in 4 city 
middle schools

142 
STUDENTS 

in 59 colleges or other 
post-secondary programs

94% 
qualify for free/
reduced lunch

97% 
represent minority 

populations

66% 
live in single-parent 

households

$734,174 
total amount awarded in 

high school scholarships 

and fees

$3,346 
average annual 

high school tuition 

award per student
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St. Louis Catholic 
Academy

St. Cecilia School

Sister Thea Bowman 
Catholic School

MISSOURI
ILLINOIS

Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic School

Our Partner
Middle Schools

Our Partner
High Schools
Althoff Catholic High School

Bishop DuBourg High School

Cardinal Ritter College Prep

Chaminade College Prep

Christian Brothers College High School

Cor Jesu Academy

De Smet Jesuit High School

Duchesne High School

Incarnate Word Academy

Lutheran High School South

Lutheran High School North

Marquette Catholic High School

Nerinx Hall 

Notre Dame High School

Principia School

Rosati-Kain High School

St. Louis Priory School

St. John Vianney High School

St. Joseph’s Academy

St. Louis University High School

St. Mary’s High School

Trinity Catholic High School

Ursuline Academy

Villa Duchesne

Visitation Academy

Westminster Christian Academy

MISSION
Access propels at-risk middle school students through high 
school and on to college and career success with enrichment, 
counseling, and scholarships.

HISTORY
Access was founded in 2005 by a small group of St. Louisans 
convinced that education was the most enduring path out 
of poverty. Embracing an innovative model that emphasized 
extended school days, a challenging enrichment curriculum, 
and hands-on counseling, they started the first Academy 
with 15 students in a single South City middle school. In 2019-
2020, Access served over 500 students in four partner middle 
schools, 26 partner college-prep high schools, and 59 colleges 
and post-secondary institutions across the country.

Our Partner Schools

VALUES
Access is committed to…

• Supporting a top-quality, 
values-based education

• Focusing on the individual 
student

• Strengthening our 
communities

• Leveraging our partnerships
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Access and Saint Louis University joined forces 
this year, launching an innovative partnership that 
expands educational opportunities for all Access 
Academies’ students. As of July, our successful 
middle school enrichment and high school 
and college graduate support programs were 
integrated into the Saint Louis University School of 
Education. It’s a move that allows us to leverage the 
department’s expertise, data research resources, 
and Billiken Teacher Corps to further enhance 
our programming. Better still, the agreement 
opens doors at SLU for our students and provides 
resources for Access employees, including the 
opportunity to collaborate with SLU educators. 
“The Access partnership with SLU will open up new 

and wonderful opportunities for the students we 
serve,” says John Vatterott, Access Founder & Chair 
Emeritus. “New opportunities that will enable each 
student to reach their full potential.”

To kick off the partnership, we teamed up to 
develop a High School Summer Bridge Program for 
our recent 8th grade graduates. Over the course 
of four weeks in June, our partner middle school 
teachers, Access alumni, and tutors from SLU 
worked virtually with students to develop important 
reading, math, and digital literacy skills. The 
program was a huge success and left the graduates 
feeling more confident and better prepared for the 
challenges of 9th grade. 
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Access Academies and Saint Louis University Launch Exciting New Partnership

2019-2020 Highlights
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Access Delivers $40,000 
in Financial Relief During 
COVID Crisis

This year, we established two initiatives to assist 
Access families adversely affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic and subsequent economic crisis. 
Thanks to a generous grant from the Boniface 
Foundation, in August 
we outfitted all 
53 of our rising 
high school 
freshmen 
with $400 
worth of 
school 
supplies 
and 
uniforms. 
Each 
student 
received 
a backpack, 
a graphing 
calculator, pens 
and pencils, notebooks, 
and a set of school uniforms for their respective 
high school.

Earlier this spring, we sent the parents of every 
middle and high school student in our program 

a $50 Schnucks gift 
card to help pay 

for groceries and 
other essentials. 

Meanwhile, 
each college 
student 
received a 
$50 Target 
gift card to 
help ease 
the transition 

from the 
dorms to 

alternative 
housing when 

colleges moved to 
remote learning.

Brianni Townsend (MHT ‘16) completes 
her FAFSA with Amy Clark, our College & 
Career Counselor. Brianni graduated from 
Cardinal Ritter College Prep this spring and 
is currently majoring in communications at 
Missouri Western State University. 
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2019-2020 Highlights

New Access Scholarship 
Helps Students Offset Rising 
College Costs

In a continued effort to equip our students 
with much-needed financial resources, 
we added a scholarship to our College 
& Career Success Initiative. The new 
Access College Scholarship provides up 
to $3,500 per student over the course of 
a 4-year degree and requires students 
complete a series of benchmarks — such as 
submitting the FAFSA, writing a resume, 
and applying for an internship — to remain 
eligible. This fall, 24 Access collegians have 
successfully applied for and will receive 
scholarship funds.
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53 Access 8th Graders Enroll in 
Top Private High Schools

Access celebrated another banner year as 
53 eighth graders graduated from three 
Academy middle schools — Most Holy 
Trinity Catholic School, St. Cecilia School 
& Academy, St. Louis Catholic Academy — 
and enrolled in 19 college-prep, private 
high schools. We also welcomed our 
second year of 6th graders into our newest 
Academy, Sister Thea Bowman Catholic 
School in East St. Louis.

Four Academy Students Named 
Washington University College 
Prep Scholars

Only 50 local high school sophomores 
are selected annually to participate in the 
prestigious Washington University College 
Prep Program, which prepares future 
first-generation college students to thrive 
academically and socially in college. This 
year, four Access students joined that 
distinguished group. 

Congratulations to Judith Vazquez-Perez of 
St. Joseph’s Academy, James Townsend of 
Christian Brothers College High School, and 
Joseph Olascoaga and David Garcia (pictured 
above) of St. Louis University High School. 
Not only will these rising stars receive year-
round academic and enrichment support, 
but they will spend the next two summers 
living on the Washington University campus, 
studying with top university faculty, earning 
undergraduate credits, and attending college 
preparation workshops. 

2019-2020 Highlights
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Our Program

Enrichment

Access offers 
more than 80 
after-school and 
summer enrichment 
programs to 
challenge students 
in important 
STEM subjects like 
robotics, coding, and 
computer science, as 
well as in key areas 
such as leadership 
and character 
development, 
entrepreneurship, 
and the arts.  

Counseling

Starting in 6th grade and continuing through 
college, our Graduate Support Directors build 
strong, enduring relationships with each student, 
providing individualized mentoring, guidance, 
and advocacy at every step of their 11+ year 
educational journey. Our GSDs are located 
within each partner middle school and maintain 
frequent, consistent contact with our high school 
students throughout their entire four years. 

Our College & Career Counselor works closely 
with our high school and college students (and 
their families) to select the right post-secondary 
path, organize campus visits and informational 
sessions, process admissions and financial 
aid paperwork, and choose classes towards 
completing their degree. 

Scholarships

Access invests over $730,000 
annually in scholarships and 
registration, technology, and 
testing fees so our students 
can attend one of 26 local, 
college-preparatory private 
high schools. Meanwhile, 
the new Access College 
Scholarship helps our 
collegians reduce their debt 
burden and our Work-Study 
program allows high school 
and college students to 
earn money toward their 
education, gain valuable work 
experience, and give back to 
the community.

99%
ACCEPTED 

to college-preparatory 
high schools

98%
GRADUATED 

 high school on-time 
(compared to 84% nationwide)

96%
ACCEPTED 

to college or other 
post-secondary institution

Total financial aid (scholarships and grants)
secured by Access collegians this year$645,762
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As a first-generation college graduate, 
Galicia Guerrero understands the challenges 
that Access students face on their path to 
earning a college degree. She also knows 
first-hand how critical early graduate 
support can be to a student’s ultimate 
academic and career success.
 
It was an eagerness to share the lessons 
she’s learned — and to give back to 
students like herself — that led Guerrero, 
a 2014 graduate of St. Mary’s College 
(Indiana), to join Access after earning 
her Master’s degree in Social Work from 
Washington University in St. Louis.
 
Now in her second year as the Graduate 
Support Counselor at St. Cecilia School & 
Academy, Galicia manages the day-to-day 
operations of the extended-day enrichment 
programs and summer school, guides 
our eighth graders as they transition into 
high school, and helps Access high school 
students gain acceptance into college. She’s 
a tireless advocate for our students and 
serves as a daily reminder that, with hard 
work, they too can succeed.
 
What do you find most fulfilling about 
your job as a Graduate Support Counselor?
Getting to know the students and their 
unique personalities on an individual basis 
is fun. But it’s also really fulfilling to see 
students grow, problem solve, and think 
about how to resolve mistakes and keep 
moving forward. It is rewarding to see 
students be resilient. 
 
How do you define success for 
your students?
When I see students learn how to advocate 
for themselves and speak up for what 
they need. This is a life-long skill that will 
help them be more confident and able to 
achieve their individual goals. 

What one lesson do you hope your 
students take with them through life?
Take advantage of every opportunity 
that’s made available to you. You are more 
capable than you think. Take the risk and 
trust your ability. 

GRADUATE SUPPORT SPOTLIGHT: 

Galicia Guerrero
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Jarred Hall 
(Mount Mercy University ‘20 / Bishop DuBourg High 
School ‘16 / Central Catholic Academy ‘12)
Jarred Hall graduated from Mount 
Mercy University this spring 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology and a minor in 
Sports Health and Exercise. 
Upon graduation, the 
honor student and 
member of the Mount 
Mercy Men’s Volleyball 
team accepted a position 
as a Psychiatric Nursing 
Assistant at University of 
Iowa Hospital & Clinics. Jarred 
currently lives in Iowa City and is 
applying to graduate school to pursue a Master’s degree 
in Nursing with a focus on Psychology. “Mental health 
is a big topic that often gets overlooked,” says Jarred, 
who aspires to be a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner and a university mental health counselor. 
“A healthy mind creates an even healthier lifestyle.” 

Maria Trujillo Escobar 
(Chamberlain University ‘19 / 
Nerinx Hall ‘14 / St. Cecilia School 
& Academy ‘10)
Five years ago, 
Maria Trujillo 
Escobar 
stepped 
up to the 
microphone 
at the 7th 
Annual 
Celebration 
Dinner and, 
after sharing 
her moving story 
of coming to the 
United States as a refugee from Colombia, 
announced her goal to be a nurse — and 
eventually an orthopedic surgeon.

Last winter, the Nerinx Hall alumna made 
the first part of her dream a reality when 
she earned her nursing degree from 
Chamberlain University. Maria successfully 
passed the NCLEX exam on the first 
attempt and, in February, started as a 
staff nurse in the emergency department 
at Barnes-Jewish Hospital — the same 
hospital where her mom worked as a 
janitor after arriving in St. Louis with Maria 
and her brother. 

“I work in the Trauma Center at Barnes, 
and although I see a lot of things that no 
one should have to witness,” Maria says, “I 
honestly don’t see myself doing anything 
other than helping others.” She plans to 
return to graduate school in the fall of 
2022 to become a Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA).

Gabe Garcia 
(SLU ‘18 / SLUH ‘13 / St. Cecilia School & Academy ‘09)
This year, Gabe Garcia was promoted to Lead Lab 
Processing Assistant at the Mayo 
Clinic’s Bone Marrow Lab in 
Rochester, Minnesota. The 
St. Cecilia School & Academy 
alum works with the Clinic’s 
pathologists to order and 
ensure the accuracy of 
patients’ bone marrow 
tests. “The most fulfilling 
part of the job is solving 
problems,” says Gabe, 
who graduated from Saint 
Louis University in 2018 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering and has 
always wanted to work in the medical field. “I know that 
every problem I fix helps a patient get care, so that makes 
me feel useful to society.” While Garcia is currently taking 
graduate level courses and applying to the Masters of 
Biomedical Engineering program at the Mayo Clinic, he’s 
also “toying with the idea of medical school.”

Alumni Success

“Having someone from Access 
Academies simply check in on 
me, that kept me going. I wanted 
to show them that I was capable 
of getting ahead in life.”

“I like how Access Graduate Support 
pushed me to do my best. They always 
made sure I tried to be the best student 
and person that I could be.”
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“We believe every child can 
reach his or her potential 
if given the right structure, 
environment, education, 
motivation, and inspiration.” 

—JOHN C. VATTEROTT, 
FOUNDER & CHAIR EMERITUS

A gift to Access helps pay for essential 
after-school enrichment programs, eases 
the tuition burden on our students’ 
families, and ensures Graduate Support 
Directors are available at every stage of 
the 11+ year education journey. Help put 
our students on a path to success by 
giving to Access today. 

ONLINE
Make a donation by credit/debit 
card or set up a recurring gift at 
accessacademies.org/donate.

MAIL
Mail your gift to our office at: 
3500 Lindell Boulevard, 
Fitzgerald Hall, Room 200, 
St. Louis, MO 63103.

LEGACY GIVING 
A substantial impact can be 
made through gifts of stock, 
retirement accounts, or by 
naming Access as part of 
your will, estate, or legacy 
giving plan. Please contact 
Peg Lord, Manager of Events and 
Donor Support, at (314) 898-0430 or 
Peg.Lord@Accessacademies.org, for 
more information.

AMAZON SMILE
Support Access Academies 
when you shop on 
Amazon. Simply visit 
smile.amazon.com and select “Friends of 
the Academies” as your charity of choice. 
Every time you purchase an item using 
Amazon Smile, a portion of the sale will be 
donated to our organization.

Support Our Students

Rachel DeNoyer 
(STLCC ‘20 / Ursuline Academy ‘18 / 
St. Cecilia School & Academy ‘14)
This spring, Rachel DeNoyer 
graduated from St. Louis 
Community College 
with an Associate in 
Arts degree. Rachel 
transferred to 
Columbia College 
Chicago in the fall 
and is earning her 
Bachelor’s degree 
in Theater with a 
concentration in stage-
management. “I prefer 
being behind the scenes and 
found love in stage-managing,” Rachel says. “I get 
to call the show and be a part of it without actually 
being on stage.” 

Jessica Barreras 
(STLCC ‘20 / Nerinx Hall ‘17 / 
St. Cecilia School & Academy ‘13)
Jessica Barreras graduated 
from St. Louis Community 
College in May with 
an Associate in Arts 
degree. This fall, 
she transferred to 
the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis and 
is working toward 
her BS in Computer 
Science. “Jessica is a 
super hard worker who 
keeps pushing on through 
all the ups and downs that life 
throws her way,” says Amy Clark, Access’ College 
& Career Counselor. “Her smarts, kindness, and 
resiliency will carry her far!”

“My Graduate Support counselor 
was always there for me when 
I needed help or had questions 
about school. And when I was 
stuck in a financial aid crisis, she 
gave me great advice and helped 
me through it.”
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Steven & Patty Ackerman

Chris Adelman-Adler

American Trade School

Anonymous - 7 Donors

Archdiocese of St. Louis

Todd & Marla Artz

Charlie & Heather Baine

Emily Baine

Whitney Baine

Dave Baldwin & Summer Hutcheson

Jim & Trary Barnes

Dave & Anne Barringhaus

Sarah Beams

Mark & Susan Becker

Tom & Kara Berutti Family

Brad & Anne Bishop

Boeing Employee Individual 

Giving Program

Boniface Foundation

Melissa Brickey & David Kirtley

Mike & Carol Brickman

Sharon Broeckelmann

Dana Brown Charitable Trust

Neil & Karen Bruntrager

BSI Constructors

Mike & Sheila Burton

Ralph Butler

Jim & Laurie Byrne

California Manufacturing Co.

Cardinal Ritter College Prep

Julian and Eileen Carr Family Foundation

Marie A. Casey & Kenn Entringer

Cass Commercial Bank

Joe & Linda Cavato

Cedar Creek Conference Center

Kent & Diane Chancellor

Christian Brothers College High School

Citizens National Bank

Todd & Julie Cleveland

Sean & Jane Concagh

George & Margaret Convy

Genevieve Coughlin

Liz Craft

Fr. Richard Creason

Maressa Crowder

James & Peggy Crowe

Hank & Vicki Darabcsek

Brian & Rachael Day

Bob & Liz Deaver

Mary Rose  Desloge

Richard & Nancy Desloge

Mike Diehl & Alice Benga 

David & Ann Dolan

Brian & Joann Donelon

Dennis Donnelly & Rebecca McDermott

Terry & Barb Donohue

Michael & Claudia Dooley

John & Marie Doyle

Andrew Drennan

Joe & Donna Drozda

Carolyn Dubuque

John & Mary Ann Durnien

Ryan Easley

Emerson Charitable Trust

Marialice Enghauser

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Stan and Pat Erb

Charlie & Patty Erker

Gerard Erker & Mary Pat Gallagher

Joseph & Colleen Erker

Paul & Frances Erker

Mark & Marilyn Feldman

Robin Ferretti

Jay & Audrey Feuerbacher

David Flavan

Fr. Timothy Foley

John & Peggy Fonke

Karen Fontana

Maura Fox

Jim & Angie Ganninger

Paul & Carrie Ganninger

Philip & Penny George

John & Connie Gerard

Amanda Goldsmith

Dave & Sherrie Gordon

Tom Griesedieck & Julie Wiegand

Sally Guignon

Christine Guyol

Joan & Mark Guyol

Rich & Genny Haas

John & Teresa Hanichak

Elizabeth Harris

Paul & Kelly Harris

Tom & Mary Hastings

Phil Heagney & Barb Prosser

James Tobin & Virginia Heagney

Joe & Penny Helmsing

Dale & Carrie Hermeling

Jack & Jean Hilton

Steve & Grace Hoerr, Jr.

Sid & Julie Holthaus

Ron & Mary Ann Horst

Claire Hundelt

Terri Hundelt

J.W. & Mildred A. Kisling 

Charitable Foundation

Dominic Jarrett

Joe & Melissa Jedlicka

Thomas & Jane Johans

Jeff & Amy Johnston

Kathy Jones

The Mary Ranken Jordan and Ettie A. 

Jordan Charitable Foundation

Tom & Marilyn Keeline

Joseph & Patricia Kelley

Katrice Kendle

Abha Khandelwal

Joe & Jessica Kilmade

Annamary King

Tom & Barb Kinsella

Kyle & Heidi Klosterman

Mike & Carol Kniesche

Kevin & Lisa Konzen

Terry & Joan Korpal

Marc & Prudence Kramer

Jack & Virginia Krings

Kathy Krizek

Terry & Karen Kuc

Meg Laflin Hazan

Harry & Nina Langenberg

William Latta

Tim & Mary Leahy

Robert Leggat

Ben LeGrand

Lawrence & Dorothy LeGrand

Paul & Betsy Liberatore

Mark & Mary Lodes

Mike & Kathleen Lodes

John & Peg Lord

Mike & Laura Lueken

Ted & Joyce MacDonald

Larry & Maggie Mackowiak

Tom & Amy Mackowiak

Frank Magiera

Mike & Julie Mangan

John & Clare Marino

Maryland Terrace Garage Poker Night

Bob & Chris Mathias

Stephen Mathias

Edward & Margaret McCarthy

Arthur & Barbara McManus

Dick & Nancy Mehan

Terry & Bo Mehan

Fr. Gerald Meier

MHS Legacy Group

Garrett Millman

Mike & Judy Molloy

Moneta Group Charitable Foundation

Marc & Maureen Montgomery

Patrick & Sara Mooney

Annette Morris

Ross & Anna Morrison

Jim & Christine Mudd

Michael & Terry Mulligan

Birch & Cathie Mullins

Michael & Anna Mullins

William & Maria Mura

Jim & Mimi Murphy

John & Susan Murphy

Mark & Susie Murray

Tom & Chandra Niemann

John & Diane Nienkemper

Tom & Maureen Nolan

Don & Donna Nonnenkamp

Pat Notestine

Jim Oates

Jason & Dara O’Bryan

Nancy O’Keeffe

Steve & Jorie O’Malley

Jack & Mary Ann O’Neill

John & Frances Owens

Peter & Lauren Palumbo

Ryan & Julie Panagos

Sharon Patton

“Support for Access is an 
investment in the future leaders 
of our community.”

—STEVE LAWLER, ACCESS SUPPORTER 

Bold designates 
donors who 
contributed $1,000 
or more.

Our Donors
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Rudy Villalba & Janet Perez

Pershing Charitable Trust

Joel & Cheryl Pettus

Steve & Laura Poindexter

Jeff & Kara Praechter

Bob & Diane Prost

Scott & Kasha Puettmann

Bud Purcell

Thomas & Ginger Purcell

Rich & Megan Rafuse

Joseph & Catherine Raybuck

Joe & Pat Rebman

Chad & Constance Reis

Rheinnecker Family Donor Fund

Barbara Richter

Stephen Rivers

Ralph & Kathy Rockamann

John & Nancy Rohlfing

Erin Rose

Nancy & Don Ross

Greg & Jill Ruschau

Safety National

Dennis & Joyce Saffa

Saigh Foundation

Saint Louis University

Joe Schieszer

Jay & Anja Schmelter

Bill & Kate Schoenhard

Dick & Yvonne Schrick

Sedara Sweets & Ice Cream

John & Tricia Shaffner

Jack & Victoria Sharp

John & Margie Simon

The Simon Law Firm

Patrick & Mary Sly

Amazon Smiles

Pam Statler

John Stiles

William & Margaret Stude

Mike & Kim Sullivan

Tim & Mary Sullivan

Tracy & Cari Switzer

Paul and Patricia Taylor 

Family Foundation

Jerome & Margaret Thomasson

Aimee Thompson

Kevin & Julia Thorpe

Peter Thurman

Karen Tichy

Simon & Mary Tonkin

Brian & Tracey Trembath

Msgr. Mike Turek

Ray & Laurie Van De Riet

Vatterott Foundation

Andrew & Molly Vatterott

Catherine Vatterott

Cathy Vatterott

Chris & Nancy Vatterott

Elizabeth Vatterott

Ellen Vatterott

Emily & John Vatterott, Jr.

Frank & Lucy Vatterott

James Vatterott Appraisal 

John & Joan Vatterott

Joan & John Vatterott Family Foundation

Paul & Maggie Vatterott

Pierce & Teresa Vatterott 

Family Foundation

Bill & Suzanne Venker

Bruce & Debbie Vogelgesang

Ronald & L’Erin Wagner

Timothy Walsh

Craig Wedbush & Nicole Tosi

Tom & Chris Wheeland

Wichita Technical Institute

Tempo Charitable Trust - Wiegers Family

Dave & Patty Wilde

Mark & Deborah Wilhelm

Charles & Anne Willey

Wisdom Wealth Strategies of 

Raymond James

Bill & Carol Wittenberg

John Wright

Steve & Loretta Wuller

Timothy & Kiley Yeaglin

Your Cause, LLC Trustee For Boeing/

Employee Gift

Your Cause, LLC Trustee for Monsanto/

Employee Gift

Our Donors continued THANK YOU TO OUR
DINNER CAMPAIGN SPONSORS

“Access is an organization 
committed to results. 
While many not-for-
profit organizations help 
people through rough 
times in life, few take a 
long-term approach like 
Access Academies does.”

—MONETA GROUP 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

Thank you for your 
tributes and in 
memoriam donations. 
Please know that we 
have informed those 
honored or their 
loved ones of your 
thoughtful gestures.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John C. Vatterott
Founder & Chair Emeritus
Retired, Vatterott 
Educational Centers

Robert J. Mathias 
Outgoing Chair
Business Development 
Manager, Plancorp

Brian Day
Incoming Chair
Vice President, Financial 
Planning and Deputy 
Treasurer, Mercy Hospital

Marian ‘Bo’ V. Mehan
Vice Chair
Estate Planning Department 
Chair, Lewis Rice LLC

Pat Erb 
Marketing Committee Chair
Associate Vice President, 
Communications and 
Marketing, Fontbonne 
University

Gus Gast
Development Committee 
Chair
Partner, Moneta Group 
Investment Advisors

Terry Mehan
Program Committee Chair
Retired, Access Academies

Christopher S. Collins, SJ
Department of Theological 
Studies, Saint Louis 
University

Abha Khandelwal
Corn Product Stewardship 
Lifecycle Manager, Bayer 
Corporation

Birch M. Mullins
President, Baur Properties

Cheryl Pettus
Vice President of US 
Accounting Transformation, 
Bayer Corporation

Anja Schmelter
Consultant

John G. Simon
Managing Partner, 
The Simon Law Firm

Ron Wagner 
President & CEO, 
Relearnit, Inc.

STAFF

Tom Mackowiak
Executive Director 
(Retired, July 2020)

Peg Lord
Manager, Events and 
Donor Support

Dave Baldwin
Director of Communications

Graduate Support

Carolyn Dubuque
Director of Mission 
Effectiveness

Amy Clark
College & Career Counselor

Heidi Klosterman
Graduate Support Director 
St. Cecilia School & 
Academy

Galicia Guerrero
Graduate Support 
Counselor 
St. Cecilia School & 
Academy

Joslyn Sandford
Graduate Support Director
St. Louis Catholic Academy

Jordyn Hale
Graduate Support Director
St. Louis Catholic Academy/
Most Holy Trinity Catholic 
School

Carmelita Spencer
Graduate Support Director
Sister Thea Bowman 
Catholic School

Our Leadership Team
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“I’m excited about what Access is doing to 
address the persistent disparity in education and 
academic achievement across the St. Louis region. 
The Access program helps students achieve 
academic success, and that leads to success in life. 
I am thrilled to be a part of this mission.”

—CHERYL PETTUS, 
FIRST-YEAR BOARD MEMBER

VICE PRESIDENT 
OF US ACCOUNTING 
TRANSFORMATION, 
BAYER CORPORATION



Enrichment ~ Counseling ~ Scholarships | 15

Your Dollars at Work 
(Fiscal Year 9.1.19 ‐ 8.31.20)
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$2.7 M needed over the next 4 years

 2019‐2020 Expenses

Tuition Scholarships  
& Fees: $734,174 

Enrichment & Graduate 
Support: $492,954

Fundraising & Outreach: 
$115,453 

Additional Programs  
& Support: $300,529 

Administrative: $146,443 

41%

28%8%

6%

17%

2019‐2020 Revenue

General Contributions  
& Grants: $2,001,371 

Annual Celebration  

$315,620 

McGurk’s/Interest/
Other: $8,816

86%

13%<1%

 

Investing in the Future: Our Scholarship Commitments 

Our Financials

Dinner Campaign: 
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3500 Lindell Boulevard
Fitzgerald Hall, Room 200
St. Louis, MO 63103
314.898.0430

Support
Our MissionYou can help put our 

students on a path to success. 
Please consider giving at 
accessacademies.org/donate 
or by returning the 
enclosed envelope.

Donate

Connect
Follow Access Academies on 
social media and stay up-to-date 
on all the latest news.

/AccessAcademies

@accessacademies

/accessacademies

accessacademies.org/
newsletter

Spread the Word
After you’ve read this report, 
please give it to a friend. Better 
still, visit accessacademies.org 
and share it online.


