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ACCESS Academies (Academies Creating Challenging Education for St. Louis Students) is  
a not-for-profit corporation established to ensure that socially-and/or economically-
disadvantaged students in the St. Louis area have access to top-quality, values-based  
education, regardless of race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. It employs the NativityMiguel  
model of  education and  collaborates with individuals and organizations to ensure the  
ongoing success of its  students.  
 
ACCESS Academies partners with three Archdiocesan middle schools: 
* Most Holy Trinity School & Academy, 1435 Mallinckrodt St., 63107 
* St. Cecilia School & Academy, 906 Eichelberger St., 63111 
* St. Louis the King School at the Cathedral, 4430 Maryland Ave., 63108 

Betsy Liberatore 
Executive Director 
 
Carolyn Dubuque 
Director of Mission Effectiveness  
 
Julie Linder 
Director of Communications 
 
Nick McDowell  
Graduate Support Director 
Most Holy Trinity School & Academy 
 
Joslyn Sandford 
Graduate Support Director  
St. Louis the King School at the Cathedral 
 

 
 
 
Heidi Klosterman 
Graduate Support Director  
St. Cecilia School & Academy 
 
Terry Mehan 
Associate Director of Graduate Support 
St. Cecilia School & Academy 
 
Ani Heaton 
Academy and Graduate Support Assistant  
Volunteer Coordinator 
St. Cecilia School & Academy 
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Dear Friends and Supporters,  

 
On behalf of ACCESS Academies, our collective staff and Board of Directors, I would like to thank you for 
supporting our mission. To date, more than 600 students and their families have been impacted by our  
program and your generosity.  
 
This year marks our tenth anniversary, and as I read the profound statement from Lupita, which  
represents her experiences as well as the experiences of countless ACCESS Academy graduates, I am  
thankful to be a part of our students’ lives and humbled to share in their moments.  
 
Our students are flourishing in our robust middle school program, which includes a comprehensive  
curriculum, homework assistance, service projects and enrichment classes. More importantly, it  
encourages family involvement to support the development of each student.  
 
After they leave middle school, our Graduate Support Director is there to ease them through the  
transition into high school. This includes a variety of support to ensure each student’s academic growth  
and achievement.  For our students, the Graduate Support Directors are more than just teachers- they are  
mentors, tutors, friends, and even honorary members of the student’s family. 
 
More than 85% of our student population qualifies for federal poverty programs such as free/reduced  
lunch; however, with your support, and a dedicated staff, we have achieved the following results since  
our launch in 2005:  
 98% of ACCESS eighth grade graduates have been accepted to college-prep high schools 
 99% of ACCESS students in the Graduate Support program graduate on-time 
 94% of ACCESS graduates have been accepted to a post-secondary educational institution 

 
Thank you for continuing to support and invest in ACCESS. With your help, hundreds of students will  
be served in our Academies over the years to come.   
 
For a school visit, or to learn more about ACCESS Academies,  
please contact me by calling (314)898-0430 or by emailing 
Betsy.Liberatore@ACCESSacademies.org 
 
In gratitude,  

Betsy Liberatore 
Betsy Liberatore 

Executive Director  

“I am not only the first in my family to go to college, I am the first in 

my family to complete high school.”  –Lupita, sophomore, UMSL 
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Janayla C., 6th grade, Most Holy Trinity 
She is always on top of her work, has great 
attendance, shows  great leadership, and 
exhibits maturity when making decisions. 
(September) 

Stanley D., 7th grade, Most Holy Trinity 
The Treasurer of the school’s Student  
Council, he hopes to attend Christian  
Brothers College before going to college  
and studying Engineering.  (November) 

Anthony J., 6th grade, St. Louis the King 
Through the Academy, he plays football, 
basketball, track, and is learning chess.   
He also excels academically, especially in 
Mathematics. (September) 

Jada D., 7th grade, St. Louis the King 
Her proudest moment (so far!) is earning 
one of the highest IOWA test scores in her 
school.  (December) 

Gretchen M., 7th grade, St. Cecilia 
She aspires to be a teacher, like her  
father, and attend Lutheran South, the same 
school as her two older brothers.  (October) 

Jordyn H., 7th grade, St. Cecilia   
His favorite memories are running in the 
school’s 5K, going to Camp Lakewood, 
attending the Honor Roll party, and  
serving on the StuCo. (December) 

Erica G., 7th grade, Most Holy Trinity 
A motivated student, her personal goal is to 
pass all of her Accelerated Reading goals.  
As a result, she is reading and testing at a 
10th grade level. (October) 

Brianni T., 7th grade, Most Holy Trinity 
A passionate and hardworking student, she 
wants to become a Child Advocate and help 
defend kids against injustices and fight for 
their rights.  (December) 

Shawn E., 8th grade, St. Louis the King 
He is mastering Public Speaking, learning to 
lead in Man Up, building in Robotics, and 
tackling challenges in High School Prep.  
(October) 

Omar C., 8th grade, St. Cecilia 
Through the Academy, he is involved in two 
very demanding after school programs,  
Yearbook (photography and editing) and 
Printmaking. (September) 

Leslie V., 6th grade, St. Cecilia 
Actively involved in several enrichment  
programs through the Academy,  she earned 
the “Graciela Hartenbach Memorial  
Scholarship.” (November) 

ACCESS Academies 
Students of the Month 
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The fulfillment of our students’ aspirations to achieve would be impossible without you, our generous donors. Your gifts nurture the 
talents to be developed within each student through the power of education. On behalf of the students and community we serve, 
our 2013-2014 Annual Report is dedicated to you. Donations noted were received from September 1, 2013 through August 31, 2014. 

Terry & Chris Adelman 
Bank of America 
Anonymous (5) 
Tom & Dale Auffenberg 
Dennis & Margaret Balfe 
Barlow Productions 
Melissa Barnason 
Boeing Employees Community Fund 
Michael Borts &  Mary Jo Gorman 
Karen Bowman 
Harry & Shirley Brady 
Sharon Broeckelmann 
Eric Brunngraber 
Christine Burghoff 
Michael Burke 
Canepa Family Fund 
Marie Casey 
Cass Commercial Bank 
Troy & Heather Chaney 
Bert & Karen Condie 
George Convy 
Brian & Christine Cooke 
Irene Cortinovis 
Katie Vatterott Crider 
Jim & Edith Cunnane 
Bill & Sally Delabar 
David & Lucie Dempsey 
Nancy Desloge 
David Dolan 
John & Karen Dolan 
Terrance & Barbara Donohue 
Richard & Maryellen Donohue 
Joseph & Donna Drozda 
Pat Dubuque 
Jack & Carrie Eisenbeis 
Emerson Charitable Trust 
James & Marialice Enghauser 
Charlie & Patty Erker 
Jospeh & Colleen Erker 
T Michael & Mary Fogarty 
Russell & Kim Gallagher 
Paul & Carrie Ganninger 
Marie Ganninger 
Philip & Penny George 
John & Susan Gorman 
Michael & Carolyn Gunn 
Gerard Gunther 
John & Teresa Hanichak 
Tom & Vicki Hartnett 
Joe & Penny Helmsing 
Gary & Jean Hilmer 
Hitschfel Instruments, Inc. 
Sid & Julie Holthaus 

Steve & Kathryn Houston 
Joseph Jedlicka, III 
Joan Kane 
Bernard & Kathy Keusenkothen 
J.W. & Mildred A. Kisling Charitable  
Foundation 
Kyle & Heidi Klosterman 
Michael & Gretchen LaBelle 
Mary Langenberg 
Patrick Lawlor 
Joe Lennon 
Henry & Judith Luepke 
John & Clare Marino 
Bob & Chris Mathias 
Stephen Mathias 
Joseph & Margaret McAuliffe 
Thomas McDonough 
McKelvey Homes 
Arthur & Barabara McManus 
Sandra McPherson 
Marian & Terry Mehan 
Kenneth & Barbara Moore 
James & Christine Mudd 
Cathie & Birch Mullins 
William & Maria Mura 
Maureen & Tom Nolan 
Mike & Chris Normile 
Sharon Ohlms 
Maureen Ottley 
James & Mary Pandjiris 
Richard Patton 
Cathy & Chuck Phillips 
Paul Minorini 
Bud & Rose Purcell 
Robert & Christina Redmond 
Charles & Constance Reis 
Charles & Joan Riley 
Joe Baquera & Rebecca 
Rodgers 
Victoria Rojewski & Barbara 
Herwig 
Mark & Mary Rudloff 
Leo & Patricia Saenger 
Saigh Foundation 
Tom & Mary Pat Santel 
Mary & Philip Schenkenberg 
Pearl Scheve 
Catherine P. Schlick 
Martin & Janet Schwarze 
Nathan & Erin Scudieri 
John & Patricia Shaffner 
Rita Shiell 
John Simon 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet,  
St. Louis Province 
Stephen & Martha Smith 
Cassie Strom 
William & Margaret Stude 
Mike & Kim Sullivan 
PC & JF Sullivan 
Bill & Mary Suntrup 
Simon Tonkin 
Blanche Touhill 
Kathleen & Richard Valenta 
Lisa Van Amburg 
Catherine Vatterott & Gregory Langdon 
Christopher & Nancy Vatterott 
Joan & John Vatterott Family Foundation 
John & Joan Vatterott 
Teri & Pierce Vatterott 
Ida West 
Debbie & Mark Wilhelm 
Jeannine Winkel 
Bill & Carol Wittenberg 
Don & Celine Woznica 
Charles Wuller 
James Wuller 
Mary & Mark Wuller 
Timothy Yeaglin 

Cameron, an 8th grader at Most Holy Trinity, proudly shows off  
his acceptance to De Smet Jesuit High School.  With him are his  
mother, Carissa Williams, mentor, Greg Swain, and Graduate  
Support Director,  Nick McDowell.  
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85% of ACCESS students qualify for free/reduced 
lunch 
Comparison: 48.1% of public school students  
nationally qualify for free/reduced lunch programs. 
At St. Louis Public Schools, 88.4% qualify.  
 
99% of ACCESS students in the Graduate Support 
program graduate on-time 
Comparison: St. Louis Public School District’s 2014 
high school on-time graduation rate was 71.3%  
 
ACCESS student demographics (diversity)  
 62% African-American 
 28% Hispanic  
Comparison: According to the National Catholic  
Educational Association’s 2014 report, the racial  
diversity of its member schools is 19.8%  
 
98% of ACCESS students are admitted to college 
preparatory high schools 
Comparison: According to National Center for  
Educational Statistics-Private School Universe  
Survey, 8.9% of African-American and 10% of  
Hispanic students were attending private schools.  
 
94% of ACCESS students are admitted to a post-
secondary institution 
Comparison: 64% of St. Louis Public School 2014 
graduates are admitted to a post-secondary  
institution.  

2014 Career & College Ready 

NativityMiguel Summer Scholars 

Career-a-Palooza 

College Tours 
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High School Scholarship Donations 

Hany & Michelle Abounader 
Earl & Gail Albers 
American Trade School 
Anonymous (2) 
Archdiocese of St. Louis 
Kevin & Meredith Arns 
Tom & Dale Auffenberg 
Dennis & Margaret Balfe 
James & Mary Barnes 
Rick & Jiliane Barnes 
Mark & Susie Barron 
Matt Barry 
Jay & Heather Bartling 
Michael Bartz & Mary Beth 
Gallagher 
Charles & Suzanne Basuino 
Robert Becherer 
Mark & Susan Becker 
Mr. & Mrs. Bennett 
Carol Berger 
Daniel & Mercedes Berns 
Philip & Beth Berra 
Bishop DuBourg High School 
Erica Blume 
Craig & Jill Bridell 
Tom Broekelmann 
Mike & Kathy Bruno 
David & Shannon Bryan 
Joseph &  Maureen Bryan 
John Buchanan 
Diane Buhr 
Brent Bunn 
John &  Kara Byrne 
Paul & Kristin Byrne 
Linda Cantrell 
Cardinal Ritter College Prep 
High School 
Donald & Patricia Carmody 
Ian & Katie Caso 
Cass Commercial Bank 
Joseph & Lynda Castellano 
Chaminade College Prep 
Heather & Troy Chaney 
Chris & Anne Chivetta 
Christian Brothers College 
High School 
Chris Christie 
Charles & Ann Clayton 
John & Mary Clohisy 
Terry & Janet Cochran 
Mike Conley 
Michael Convy 
Timothy Convy 

Brian & Christy Cooke 
Diane Cooper 
Cor Jesu Academy 
Irene Cortinovis 
Ted & Kelly Crabtree 
Katie Vatterott Crider 
James & Peggy Crowe 
James & Edith Cunnane 
Kevin & Nancy Cunneen 
Michael & Joanne Curran 
Donald Danforth 
David & Nancy Danis 
Robert Davis 
Richard & Leslie Deeba 
Ryan & Kathe DeGrand 
De La Salle Middle School 
Dan & Christine Desloge 
De Smet Jesuit High School 
Larry & Judy Deutsch 
Joseph & Carolyn Dickmann 
John & Karen Dolan 
John & Claire Donovan 
Steve & Judy Doss 
Fr. Mitch Doyen 
Carolyn Dubuque 
Patricia Dubuque 
Dan Duffy Productions 
L. Frederick Eberbach, Jr. 
Eco Centrix Consulting 
John & Carrie Eisenbeis 
E.M. Harris Construction 
Henry Elbert 
Emerson Charitable Trust 
Jim & Marialice Enghauser 
Steve & Jeanne Epley 
Charlie & Patty Erker 
Francis Erker 
Mary Erker 
Gerry & Jane Eschmann 
Chris & Elyra Espaina 
Mike & Jenny Esson 
Christopher & Mary Fava 
Anne & Chuck Feise 
Robert & Andrea Feldman 
Jackie Fett 
James & Audrey Feuerbacher 
Frank & Mary Finnegan 
Michael & Mia Fitzgerald 
David & Kelli Fitzpatrick 
Michael & Karen Fogarty 
Thomas & Karen Fogarty 
Father Timothy Foley 
Food Service Consultants 

Peter & Susan Frane 
Jim Ganninger 
Miranda Gannon 
Roberto & Dana Garcia 
John & Connie Gerard 
Daniel & Wendy Geraty 
Nick & Liz Gerhart 
Brian & Dianne Gill 
Tracy Gillian 
James & Catherine Giroir 
Amy & Bob Glarner 
David & Erin Glarner 
Karen Goddard 
Derek & Julie Gould 
Mark Graham 
Val Grewe 
Anthony & Ami Grimes 
Michael Grimes 
Brett Groennert 
Rob & Molly Grumich 
Jeni & Johnny Grunzinger 
Sr. Gail Guelker, SSND 
Sally Guignon 
Gerard & Mary Gunther 
Frank J. Guyol, Jr. 
Leo & Nancy Haas 
Richard & Genny Haas 
Phillip & Libby Hamilton 
Ann Hammer 
Timothy & Elizabeth Hampton 
Joanne Hanon 
Elizabeth Harris 
Julie Harris 
Maura Harris 
Paul Harris 
Tricia Harrison 
Jeffrey & Diana Hartnett 
Tom & Vicki Hartnett 
Tom & Mary Hastings 
Virginia Heagney & James 
Tobin 
Mark & Cindy Heffernan 
Rosalie & George Henry 
Tom & Charlotte Hillmeyer 
Jack & Jean Hilton 
Brian Hipp 
Phillip & Katie Hoehn 
Jerry & Mary Ann Holden 
Jim Holloran 
Holy Savior Catholic Church & 
Academy 
Tom & Suzanne Hough 
Anthony & Peggy Hoy 

James & Amy Huber 
Craig & Toni Hunt 
Kathy Hylla 
Jeff & Mary Igou 
Incarnate Word Academy 
Jesus & Elizabeth Ituarte 
Nancy Jackson 
Martin & Cindy Jansky 
Joseph & Melissa Jedlicka 
Ariel & Veronica Jenkins 
Gregory & Amy Johnson 
Martin & Cindy Jonski 
Jean &  Mark Jackson 
Michael Jordan 
Kevin & Susan Journagan 
Tina Marie Jung 
James & Joyce Kaiser 
Tom & Marilyn Keeline 
Joseph & Patricia Kelley 
Katrice Kendle 
Joe & Jessica Kilmade 
Heidi & Kyle Klosterman 
Patrick & Laurie Koster 
Michael Kumpf 
Jack & Mary LaBarge 
Kelsey Laitinen 
Mrs. Mary  Langenberg 
Jim & Beth Lappe 
Dave Laughlin 
Greg & Nancy LaVigne 
Mike Leary 
Mary Kay Leary 
Rich & Julie Ledbetter 
Robert B. Leggat 
Lawrence & Dorothy Legrand 
Christopher & Kristin Leritz 
Dave & Claire Lillis 
Timothy & Elizabeth Lowe 
Mike Loyet 
Loyola Academy of St. Louis 
Justin Lucas 
Bill & Cece Luecking 
Lutheran High School  
Association of St. Louis 
Nancy Lydon 
Tom & Amy Mackowiak 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue on page 8... 

The annual Scholarship Fund Dinner raises high school tuition dollars for more than 300 graduates from Most Holy Trinity Academy,  
St. Cecilia Academy, and St. Louis the King at the Cathedral, as well as three independent schools:  De La Salle Middle School,  
Loyola Academy, Marian Middle School. The Scholarship Dinner also maintains its commitment to two schools that have closed:  
The Academy at King of Glory Lutheran School and Central Catholic Academy.  
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High School Scholarship Donations—Continued 
Kathleen Mallette 
Ellen & Michael Mannion 
Marian Middle School 
John & Clare Marino 
Carolyn Marler 
Steve & Sandra Marsh 
Bob & Chris Mathias 
Tim & Denise Maynard 
Edward & Margaret McCarthy 
Carolyn & Bob McCulloch 
Susan & Denis McCusker 
Patrick & Jennifer McDaniel 
Kristin McGrath 
Sean & Christina McGroarty 
Elizabeth McLeod 
Birch McMullin 
Dan & Jill McNeive 
Terrence & Marian Mehan 
James Michael 
Michael & Judy Molloy 
Monsanto Company 
Sandra Montgomery 
Anne-Marie & Cesar Moreno 
Sandra Morton 
Most Holy Trinity School & 
Academy 
Jane Mower 
Mike & Terry Mulligan 
Birch & Cathie Mullins 
Michael & Anna Mullins 
Megan Mulvihill 
Nerinx Hall High School 
Dan & Nicole Nester 
Michael & Mary Noetzel 
Thomas & Maureen Nolan 
Tim & Cabrina Noonan 
Notre Dame High School 
Maureen O'Donnell 
Timothy & Nancy O'Keefe 
Adele & Jerome O'Neil 
John & Mary Ann O'Neill 
David & Diane O'Reilly 
Overhead Door Company 
Steve Pagano 
John Paino 
Peter & Lauren Palumbo 
Susan Parisi 
Dave & Christy Patritti 
Aaron & Susan Perlut 
Stephen & Patricia Peterson 
John & Mary Ann Pickering 
Bernard & Rosalynn Purcell 
Thomas & Virginia Purcell 
Pat Quinn 
John & Diane Rabenau 
John & Suzanne Rackers 
Richard Rafuse 
Mirella Ravarino 
Joe & Pat Rebman 
John & Victoria Rebman 

Tina & Tom Reichardt 
Paul & Mary Reitz 
Jamie & Shelley Reuter 
Bill & Ann Rice 
Mike & Barbara Richter 
John & Maureen Riffle 
Charles & Joan Riley 
Kathleen Robtoy 
Rosati-Kane High School 
Albert & Nancy Rose 
Matthew Rossiter 
Mark & Mary Rudder 
Ted & Theresa Ruzicka 
Chuck Saenger 
Leo & Pat Saenger 
Dennis & Joyce Saffa 
Stephen & Ann Saladin 
Peter & Christine Salsich 
Thomas & Mary Cadice-Santel 
George & Catherine Satkowski 
Margaret Scally 
Philip & Mary Schenkenberg 
Jay & Anja Schmelter 
Edward & Mary Dee Schmidt 
George Schmidt 
John & Francine Schranck 
Tricia & Thad Schuler 
Nate & Erin Scudieri 
John Shaffner 
John A. Sharp 
Thomas & Rochelle Shipley 
Jon & Becky Short 
Rick & Carol Short 
John Simon 
Simon Law Firm 
Patrick Sly 
Dave & Arlene Smith 
Martha & Steve Smith 
Matt & Sharon Spellman 
St. Cecilia School & Academy 
St. John Vianney High School 
St. Joseph's Academy 
St. Louis the King School at the 
Cathedral 
St. Louis University High School 
St. Mary's High School 
Suzanne Standley 
Joy &  Paul Strathman 
Tim & Jennifer Sudekum 
Dan & Katie Sullivan 
Fred Surber 
Andrea Sykes 
C.J. Thomas Company 
Bob & Sue Thomasson 
Frank Thurman 
Nancy & Paul Tice 
Today & Tomorrow Educational 
Foundation 
Trinity Catholic High School 
Duane & Meg Turpin 

John & Lisa Uhlenbrock 
Michael & Julie Uhlenbrock 
Christopher & Patty Unland 
Ursuline Academy 
Martha Valenta 
Rich & Kathleen Valenta 
Vatterott Construction 
Chris & Nancy Vatterott 
Dan Vatterott 
Ellie Vatterott 
Frank Vatterott 
Glenn & Cathy Vatterott 
John Vatterott, Jr. 
John & Joan Vatterott 
John & Joan Vatterott Family 
Foundation 
Kathleen Vatterott 
Paul & Maggie Vatterott 
Patrick & Anna Vatterott 
Vatterott Real Estate 
Robert & Martha Vatterott 
Vatterott Foundation 
Craig & Terri Venneman 
Jay Viviano 
Gustavo & Shelley Von Der 
Lancken 
Scott Von Rohr 
VTG LLC 
Daniel & Julie Wagner 
Molly & Joe Wagner 
Edwin Wahl 
Cheryl Waites 
Bart & Kelly Wall 
Debra Watson 
Craig Wedbush & Nicole Tosi 
Mike & Dani Weismiller 
David Weiss 
Robert & Stacy Whalen 
Tom & Chris Wheeland 
Charlie Wiegers 
Charles & Olive Wiegers 
Mark & Deborah Wilhelm 
Alan & Mary Winkelmann 
Daniel & Theresa Wiss 
Anna Wittenberg 
Bill & Carol Wittenberg 
Carl & Theresa Wolf 
Tim & Doris Wolff 
Andrew Wood 
Donald & Celine Woznica 
Daniel Wuller 
Mark & Mary Wuller 
Michael & Joann Wuller 
Steve & Loretta Wuller 
Tom & Kathy Wuller 
Blake & Heike Youde 
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Tutor as positive male role model 
Reprinted with permission from The St. Louis American 2014 Diversity edition.  

 

As a youngster, Nick McDowell wanted to be a criminal defense attorney and be an advocate for 
individuals who had made serious mistakes in their lives. 

Now, McDowell is an advocate and mentor for students in grades 6-12 whose aim is to not only  
prevent them from making similar mistakes, but also to encourage them to remain in and thrive 
in school. 

McDowell is a Graduate Support Director at Most Holy Trinity School and Academy, 1435  
Mallinckrodt Street in the Hyde Park neighborhood. After joining the staff in June, McDowell, 31, 
works in the extended school day program at the middle school level. He also provides tutoring, 
mentoring, counseling and other forms of assistance to Most Holy Trinity graduates through their 
high school years. 

“Nick brings the passion and energy needed to best support the students and alumni of Most 
Holy Trinity,” said Jessica Kilmade, principal at Most Holy Trinity. 

“He is an advocate for our young men and women, and fosters within them the drive to achieve 
their goals. Students relate to Nick and value his opinion. Families trust he is working in the best 
interest of their children.” 

McDowell envisioned himself in the courtroom because several family members, including his father, have or continue to serve time in prison. 
His career aspirations changed, however.  

“As I got older, I realized that trying to save those who already committed crimes was being reactive. If I were proactive, I could prevent  
individuals from making mistakes,” he said. “It only felt right that I start with those who were most impressionable – the youth.” 

McDowell, who attended Webster Groves High School and Harris Stowe State University, has worked for local nonprofits as well as for St. Louis 
Public Schools and the Jennings School District. 

Most recently, he worked as an afterschool director for Provident Counseling to improve the mental and behavioral health of school-aged  
children in urban settings. 

“While working in different programs, I noticed the lack of male teachers in the school system,” he said. “I learned that the students responded 
differently to male teachers, and that male teachers were in high demand. I feel that being a positive role model, an advocate for youth, an ear 
for them to speak freely and debrief from situations is very important.” 

Most Holy Trinity is one of three ACCESS Academies (www.accessacademies.org) in St. Louis. 

Founded in 2005, ACCESS Academies serve socially/economically disadvantaged students in faith-based schools in St. Louis. Their mission is to 
build a solid and supportive academic foundation for these students during the challenging middle school years that prepares them to succeed 
in high school. Using the NativityMiguel model of 10  hour school days, a 10 1/2 month school year, and significant teacher and parental  
involvement, 98 percent of ACCESS graduates are accepted into college-prep high schools. 

“Every child deserves a high quality education. ACCESS ensures that socially and/ or economically disadvantaged students have access to top-
quality, values-based education, regardless of race, ethnicity or religious affiliation,” said Blake Youde, Executive Director of ACCESS Academies. 

”Every student at every school we serve is part of the program. As a result, our student body includes a variety of races, ethnicities, religious 
affiliations and income levels.” 

McDowell felt that a small school with a family feeling and a “big heart” is where he needed to be. 

“Each person within the school supports one another and works through problems as a team,” he said. 

“As a first generation college student myself, I understand what some of our families face. Unlike a traditional school environment, the  
Graduate Support program serves as a source of stability for students and families. They have someone to work one-on-one with them  
regarding their educational needs and, in some cases, just life in general.” 

McDowell mentors youngsters through the Alpha Eta chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. A former semiprofessional football player for 
Gateway Soul and the St. Louis Saints, McDowell has coached youth sports in Webster Groves, Jennings, and with the St. Louis Public Schools. 
He also serves as a youth minister at New Beginnings Full Gospel Church. These activities have given McDowell the opportunity to build  
relationships with kids while setting boundaries and earning respect as a mentor. 

McDowell, who grew up in the Murphy Blair Apartments and now has three young children, hopes to serve as the role model and mentor he 
lacked in his youth. 

“Most Holy Trinity is located close to where I grew up,” McDowell said. “And I feel that I am giving back to my community by supporting the 
work done in the area.” 

 

HIGH SCHOOLS ACCEPTING ACCESS GRADUATES 

*Bishop DuBourg High School  
*Cardinal Ritter College Preparatory  
High School  
*Carnahan High School of the Future  
*Central Visual & Performing Arts High School  
*Chaminade College Preparatory High School  
*Christian Brothers College  
High School  
*Cleveland NJROTC High School  
*Clyde C. Miller Career Academy  
*Collinsville Christian Academy  
*Cor Jesu Academy 

   *Crossroads College Prep School    
   *De Smet Jesuit High School  
   *Gateway STEM High School  
   *Lutheran High School North  
   *Lutheran High School South  
   *Metro Academic & Classical  
     High School  
   *Nerinx Hall High School  
   *North County Christian School  
   *Notre Dame High School  
   *Rosati-Kain High School  
   *St. John Vianney High School                    

*St. Joseph’s Academy  
*St. Louis Christian Academy  
*St. Louis University High School  
*St. Mary’s High School  
*Tower Grove Christian  
Academy  
*Trinity Catholic High School  
*Ursuline Academy  
*Villa Duchesne & Oak Hill School  
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John C. Vatterott – Chair 
Retired, Vatterott College 
Marian V. Mehan – Vice Chair 
Partner, Lewis, Rice, & Fingersh, L.C. 

Thomas M. Nolan – Secretary 
Retired, ACCESS Academies 

Rev. Richard H. Creason 
Pastor, Most Holy Trinity Parish 

Don Danforth III 
President & Founder, City Academy 

David O. Danis 
Retired, Attorney 

Joseph F. Jedlicka, III 
Consultant 

Marie Kenyon 
Director, Peace and Justice Commission 
Archdiocese of St. Louis 

Tom Mackowiak 
Assistant Vice President- Business Management,  
Commercial Truck Division, Enterprise Holdings 

 

 

 

Robert J. Mathias 
President, Cass Commercial Bank 

Paul Minorini 
Executive Director, Boys Hope/Girls Hope 

Birch M. Mullins 
President, Baur Properties 

John T. O’Neill 
Retired, International Treasurer, Monsanto 

Richard H. Patton 
Executive Director, Vision for Children at Risk 
Leo C. Saenger 
Principal, Millennium Financial Group 

John G. Simon 
Managing Partner, The Simon Law Firm 

Blanche M. Touhill, Ph.D. 
Chancellor Emerita, UMSL 

Mark A. Wilhelm 
President, Safety National Casualty Corporation 

Alan G. Winkelmann 
Associate Superintendent, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

Most Holy Trinity School & Academy St. Louis the King School at the Cathedral 

St. Cecilia School & Academy 
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Financial Report 

2013-2014 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 2014 

INCOME  
Contributions – ACCESS Academies…………………………………………………………..……………………………..$848,640  
Contributions – High School Scholarships………………………………………………………………………..……….$559,541  
Total Contributions                                                                                                                                 $1,408,181  

 
EXPENSES/STUDENT SUPPORT EXPENSES/MIDDLE SCHOOL ACADEMY/GRADUATE SUPPORT  
St. Louis the King School at the Cathedral……………………………………………………………………..……………$80,060  
St. Cecilia School & Academy……………………………………………………………………………………………………..$67,819  
Most Holy Trinity School & Academy………………………………………………………………………………………….$90,529  
Ancillary School Support…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….$85,508  
Professional Development - Academy Leadership………………………………………………………………………..$1,087  
Other Graduate Support Expenses……………………………………………………………………………………………….$9,070  
Total ACCESS Schools Support                                                                                                                  $334,073  

 
ACCESS SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT  
St. Louis the King School at the Cathedral Graduates……………………………………………………………………$7,635  
St. Cecilia School & Academy Graduates…………………………………………………………………………………….$78,636  
Most Holy Trinity School & Academy Graduates………………………………………………………………………..$50,440 
Central Catholic Academy Graduates….……………………………………………………………………………………..$48,496 
King of Glory Lutheran School Graduates…………………………………………………………………………………..$22,000  
Emergency Tuition Funds……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. $8,677 
Tom Nolan Scholarship…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………$6,081 
Total ACCESS Scholarship Support                                                                                                           $221,965  

 
HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT  
St. Louis the King School at the Cathedral Graduates……………………………………………………..…………….$9,506  
St. Cecilia School & Academy Graduates…………………………………………………………………………………….$85,600  
Most Holy Trinity School & Academy Graduates………………………………………………………………………..$35,500 
Central Catholic Academy Graduates……………………….…………………………………………………………………$49,500 
King of Glory Lutheran School Graduates…………………………………………………………………………………..$22,500  
De La Salle Middle School Graduates………………………………………………………………………………………….$63,000  
Loyola Middle School Graduates………………………………………………………………………………………………..$92,500  
Marian Middle School Graduates……………………………………………………………………………………………….$56,500  
Total High School Scholarships                                                                                                                $414,606  

 
Total Student Support Expenses……………………………………………………………………………………………….$970,644  
High School Scholarship Dinner Expenses……………………..……………….…………………………………………$139,868  
General & Administrative Expenses………………………………………………………………………………………….$244,702  
Total Expenses                                                                                                                                         $1,355,214  



ACCESS Academies Annual Report (September 1, 2013—August 31, 2014)  12 

 

Creating Challenging Education for St. Louis Students 

 

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Annual Scholarship Dinner  
June 3, 2015 * 6 PM to 9 PM 
Four Seasons Hotel– St. Louis 

x 
12120 Bridgeton Square Drive, Bridgeton, MO 63044  

Tel: (314) 898-0430   |   Fax: (314) 298-1251 
www.ACCESSacademies.org 

Facebook: /ACCESSacademies  *  Twitter: @ACCESSacademies  *  Pinterest: /ACCESSacademies 

12120 Bridgeton Square Dr., Bridgeton, MO 63044 

 


